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3. - e Life of Edger Altan Poe. By Wittiay F. Giee. THustrated.
Now York: COFL Dillingham. 1877,

A oeNiaL critic will approach this book with perplexity.  From
one point of view it is to be exceedingly commended ; from another,
very litte praised, if not, indeed, altogether condemned.  Shall we
take our stand severely upon literary worth and purity, like a censor for
the protection of art and language?  Or shall we permit ourselves to
be charmed out of watchfutness by sympathy with an honest and kindly
purpese, honorable alike to the author’s heart and head?  There is so
much sincerity in the work, so much gencrous admiration of the sub-
ject, so much devotion to the aim, and withal so much freedom from
the taint of self-consciousness in the writer, indeed such entire forget-
fulness ot every thing (Engitsh and groonmar inciuded) except the ob-
jeet of the work, and that object is such a worthy one, — namely, to
vindicate the reputation of a sad life and chaiacter from posthuinous
calumuies, and to give an ertraordinary genius in letters his due place
in merd estimation, — all this 1 say is so admirable that we feel oply
a desire to record our thanks and commendation.  But we foar we
must be as just to the manner from a literary point of view as to the
purpose from a moral one, and this is to say, with regret, that the
book is very ill done. First of all, as a biography it is 1l done, be-
cavse it utterly fails to set the hero before us. After reading it, we
tind hat Griswold's miatice s severely exposed, and no doubt success-
fully broken down in the main, so that Poe is rescued from an enemy;
al<r that several midsstaitements that have passed current are cor
rected, — such, for example, as that Poe utterly disappears from all
eyes for two years, during which he wanders in Furope, it being as-
~ 1 by Mr. Gill, upon competent testimony apparently, that Poe
no ¢ left this country at 2il; also that testimony, some new, some
old, is brought to bear in the poet’s favor as to character in a manner
that will be a comfert to a generous-inded lover 2f 1 ve, or even only
an dmirer of him. But these somewhat negative satistactions are all
thit can be gleaned from the work. It leaves a good hiography of
Poe o5 desirakle as it was before. It altogether fails to sct before us

< rurait of the man. We do not see him as he went out and came

.- he stodied, composed, theught, dreamed. Except a mere glimpse
at - s, these, as well as his family life, are altogether sealed from
our view. One particular point, and that not at alt pertamning to an
mtite macter, will suffice to illustrate. There are few purely literary
aul ms and peets of modern schools whose works display more erudi-
U han Pee's, and that too not only in literary, historical, and Scientiﬁg
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m: tters, but in curious learning,  Now, this dvcs not cone by intuition,
Poe must have studied and read hand. But no glinpse of this study
appears in Mr. Gitl's work, nor even hardly any kiisure making it pos
sible.  We are not competent to decide whether @ biographical picture
of this sad but extraordinary genius is possible.  There are hints of
the destruction of papers by Griswold, perhaps by others, and what
needful material may huave been destroyed for ever we cannot say.
But we fec! justified in three opinions : first, that a minutely detailed
and complete daily biography of Poe is very desirabic; secondly, that
if such a work, or one much more nearly approaching it than Mr. Gil's,
be absolutely impossible thirty years after oe’s death, when many of his
contemporaties whe " id more or less knewledge of him, and even some
of his relatives and fric ds, are still living, it is * something new under
the sun” (and we sugg: st in parenthesis that possibly sufficient indus-
try might even discover some of these hoon compaaions several times
alluded to by Gill as meeting the poct at unguarded n.oments, and lead-
ing him astray to liquor and madness) ; thirdly, that Pe s letters to
private friends or busine.s acquaintance, of which it is reasonable to
assume there must be many existing, have not been brought to enrich
this work of Giil or others previous to it.  Yet it is to be mentioned that
some interesting letters of Poe, bearing on both his character and his
circumstances, which we have met elsewhere, receive no notice in this
work of Mr. Gill.  One of the most graphic and valuable passages in
the volume is that describing Poe’s midnight walk with Mr. Sartain
of Philadelphia. It is pitiable, pathetic, terrible.

Mr. Gill cannot fairly be credited with literary skill, either in con-
struction or in expression, and his lapses from good Luglish appear in
unfortunate prominence beside his subject ; for Poe's diction is classi-
cal both in purity and elegance. In the preface, on page 4, the author
says, speaking of Griswold: “ His shafts were none the less pitiless,
although barbed with * peor fusttan.’ ”  The italics are ours, introduced
to irdicate the ludicrous metaphor.  The pitfall herein seems to be an
unwise effort to be fine in writing to the forgetfulness of that simple
precision ard specific applicability of werds which constitute their
consummate grace as well as their highest utility.  To be just to Mr.
Gill, he dees not often fail by trying to be fine ; but why say, “ Griswold §
sneers arent this theory ” (p. 103), using an uncommon Scotch word |
for th proper English «#?2  Z/ly (p. 10) is bad Fnglish: #/1s an adverb
4s weli as aageciive.  On page 133, we have, “it has been deemed not
a litt'e remarkable that he should have put forth what he must have
known to have been,” etc. This is very bad, — ‘“a most vile mar-
text ;" it sheuld read, “not a little remarkable that he should put
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forth what he must have known to be.””  ‘The author writes (p. 94),

“incapable of sersing delicate distinetions ;™ this is not English, in-

deed is no better than a sentimental atfectation or slang ; sense is not

o) N
© in use as a verk,  But a more monstrous error of this kind appears on
of page 162, where the author speaks of “netospape il Leadquarters!”
t “ Phacbus ! what a name!”
v. BRSEE  \\'c have marked othes errors or infelicities, but the foregoing are
J BEEE enough, perhaps more than enough.  As a fiterary performuance the
1t B\ ork is of too little jmportance to deserve so much criticism. 1t is
s, SR rescued by its moralipurpose, by the worth of its subject-matter, and by
> its considerable success in the vindicatior from mary calumnies and
5 misunderstandings ol a sad, suffering, gifted son of song, whose extra-
2 crdinary writings stand by themse'ves, unapproachable in their peculiar
> ! powers, and shedding the lustre of a classical elevation upon the lite-
3 rature of his country and his language.  ‘That Poe, after all is said, had
- BN 1.mentable faults, is true 5 but it is alse true that he had many surpas-
o MR sinc virtaes, and that some of his sufferings are to be ascribed not to
o IR his weakness or sins.but to his singular fidelity to his ideal of his vo
h B cation.  Probably noman ever lived as to whom more readily the good
it parson of Auburn would have “quite forgot his vices in his woe.” It
2 . has been remarked that Poe was devoid of moral sense. We think the
s SR L s wanton, There is no space hoere to take up this topie, which
u is intimately connected with Poc'’s views of the poet's art. But two
u things may be briety said. First, that Poe’s refations with woman-
] kind stem without fany stain, and, indeed. marked by a singular fiddel-
v B ity to him of his vfe and of her mother, in penury, cold, sickness,
n JSE obscurity, loncliness, ——a devotion which never wavered, and which
i- is as much a tesiimeny to him as it is harorable to themselves,  What-
r ever his faults, it is certain he was chaste toward all women, and ten-
N dosly true to his own fe was as far as possible from a sensualist in
d any dlirection, ¢.«n i the melancholy lapses of his inter-perance, or
1 the early ungratetilness of his extravagance and gz oling. Secendly,
S kit is to be said that one may search in vain througaout his works for
ir & an unclean word or sugoestion.  His writings are clean, perfectly

clean, from begiuning to cad.  Whatever of morality they may fail to
teach, or not aim to teach positively, there is not in them a syllable
which by the most remote suggestion can grieve the most sensitive

Poe owe gratitude to Mr. Gill.  For as long as the malicious (Graham

and perplexing.

spirit. 1t is from this point of view that all who admire the genius of

says “dastardly ) assertions of Griswold were left to stand, the ap-
parcat discrepancy between the man and his works was distressing
If we do not much better know, by reason of Mr.
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[ Gill, what Poe was, we are thankful to him tor demolishing the odious
fabrications of what he was not.

E 4. — An Epitome of the Positive Philosophy and Religion, explanatory of
the Socicty of Humanity in the Cily of New York, together with the
Constitutiors and Regulations of that Society ; to 1which is added an im-
portant letter of Flarriet Martineau in regord to her religous convic:
tions. Published by the Socicty of Humanity, 141 Eighth Street,
New York. 1877. pp. 6o.

L)

L - Tuis little veork, a mere brockure, bears the distinctive earmarks of
| the earnest .ad vigorous pen of Thaddeus B. Wakeman, who is rising
to be the targer lnminary of the American branch of the * Positive,” or
E Positivistic, movement, as it slowly, but surely, forces its way upon the
. attention and convictions of the wor'ld.  And yet, after half a century
E of announcement, “ Positivism ” is not so well known, even by the in-
B teliicent public at large, as not to be told of somewhut as if it were a
£ new thing. A little ambiguity first has to be disposed of.  ‘The term
L positice. as the common property of the scientific world, means what-
- matl.o maarsocver is scientifically ascer-
this sense, all scientists, — those who

| soever is ¢ortunly knowi,
f tained and o onstrated. la
L carefi iy hold hypotheois in the true phice of hypothesi:, and never
| aliow - to glide over surrepiitious!v or unconsciously into sco, —
£ are positots, unless they chouse o call themselves echosoplists. But
 the Positwvistic movemsnt sometimes mea s s0medneg more specific,
¢ as when it iz confined to the full or partial disciples «f Auguste Comte,
the great French philosopher, now dead, who filled 2 place in France
if noi unlike that which Herbert Spencer hus filled, and now fills, in
E England.

Comte, while less exiznsively known among English speaking peo-
ples than Spencer, is more widely known over Europe at large, and
is impressing himseif probably more profourdly upon the general
i tholghts of the world. He preceded Spencer by two or three de-
B cades as a writer, wud Spencer has experienced some difficulty in

| guarding himself from the imputation of being one of his partial disci-
plss.  Each, however, is a great original thinker, and the coincidence
between them is only incidental to the fact that they have worked
somewhat on parallel lines in the grand sciento-philosephic evolution
of the past half-century. To point out the difference between them
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18 more important in this sketch than to indicate their likeness.  That
difference lies, perhaps, most fundamentally :n the inspiring anrmus
" of thel: respective labors. Spencer is scholarly, scientific, and phif-
csophical ; Comte is scientific, philosophical, and reformatiry.  Spen-
cer stops, for the most part, with the anaysis of what has been and
is, and the synthesis in &lez, ot our kavwicdge of the matter. Comie
" is intently bent on accomplishing the needed changes in human seci-
ety, and his whole philosophical elaboration is simply the building of
a plizform upon which to operate for the beneficent reconstruction of
hu-nan institutions. Spencer is a philosoplier ; Comte is both philos-
ovher and ceformer, the reformatory purpose preponderating, bow
profound soever were his preliminary investigations.

The result of this difference on the part of Comte has been. as he
kimself planned and intended, the springing up of small, incipient or-
ganizatjons in various countries, intended to replace the prevalent
church organization, and to charge themselves with the general edu
cation and development of mankind. It is claimed for Comte that
he was the founder, at once, of the science of sociology and the religion
ot humanity, as contrasted with the divinity schoels and religions of
the past. The Society of Humaxnity in the city of New York is, at a
second remove, one of these organizations, but s5 enlarged as to cease
to be distinctively Comtean. It retains and prefers the term Positive,
enlarging it to embrace the labors of all the great thinkers. Henry Ed-
ger was incipiently, and for some years, the personal head of the dis-
tinctively Comtean movement in America, and, we believe, still retains
that position. Mr. Wakeman is the active man and leader of this later
effort to found a church upon the distinctive basis of science.

The first thing, in order to understand something of Positivism, is to
know that certain frequent and important words have a distinctive and
technical meaning, differing from the present popular use. The CrREED
of this church is, or means, the entire body of the sciences, cr all that
is known certainly of the world and its ‘rhabirants.  Positivists, even
Comteans, are by no means atheists, although they make society. of
hwiranity rather, the direct object of their worshipful devoredness.
They simply demand scientific proofs of the existence of Gud, or else
they leave the question in abeyance, among matters unsolved. in re
spect to which they are neither entit!:d to afirm or deny.  So also of
spiritual existence bevonrd this world. According to their view, church
and religion are natural needs and ouigrowths of humanity, not rest
inz. as ordinarily assumed, upon faith in God or immortality, but upon
the necessity for human culture and improvement ; so, inczed. that i
tr.ere be no God and no worldful of immortals to look af:er us, then

.
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all the more do we need to crganize for the care of our own spiriiual
and material destivy,  We should be sl the mare religious, and not
less so, if there is no superhumaia machinery intent on watching over
and providing for us.  But we cannot do better than o let Mr. Wake-
man himself teil us what Positvism means by KELIGION.

< This word has been defined as belief in, worship of,  chilgation of man o,
some particular God or Supreme Being.  Thus eaca Protestant or Cutholic Christ-
ian. or Muohammedan, or Hindoo, has his ‘religion.’  Fach sect and people regards
itseif a3 having the one true religion, because its god is the only true one. The word
‘religion’ 35 thus come o express the r=iatitn of the worshipper to bis supernat-
ural god. Religion and theology ae, in this view, indissc.uble. The morai and
pracrical effect of thus limiting the meaning of this word has been to make enemies
or strang=rs of the adherents of the vazrious gods or theclogical conceptions. It was
this ~!d theviogicsl meaning of the word that made the earth the tattle-deid of
‘religions.’

= But in the newer —that is, in the buman and scieatiic - sense, the word ‘re-
ligion " has come to mean that ‘convergence ' or unity of people, or of peopies, that
has zesulted, or may resalt, from any common belief or sentiment, whether spring-
ing from a belief in a god or otherwise. [n this sense, the snity, inccgration, or bind-
fny togetAer under the induence of 2 common conviction, is the substance of the
meaning, of which the gods are ever but vanable incidents. Thus, in the march of
Mistory, each god in his turn fails into insignificance, but the social unity — the col-
lective man —:s more and mere.  In this view the lesson of bistory is clear that hu-
man pregress must be arrested, or man must, in chis newer sense, become more and
more reiigivus, and vet at the same tume less ard less theological.

“The whole law of human progress may well illustraze the new meaning of tais
word *religion.’ for that law is but the application of the law of growth in hialogy 0
human societies. There is an ever-increasing codperation of parts and organs, which
are ever more und more specis/ized. That is, the growth or integration of the pen
ple. or of peopies, is attendad by an ever-increasing liberty and also convergence of
the individual as a part and organ of the integration.  Euch religion in history is an
integrazion, and each therefore has been in tum succeeded by a broader {aith, whiie
the individual has generaily become more free, and less a =lave or serf, — that i3, less
acreature of stacuz or birth,  To illustrate: —

“1. The fetichistic religinns formed the bead of communities small in sl and
simple in organization, while the individual was the slave of Nature or of wibal
authomy.

“2. Out of these tribes arcse the larger religious integrations of astrolatry, —e.

. &~ Egvpt, Assyria, Persia

“3  Over these grew the still [srger polytheistic empires of Greece and Rome.

“4 Over and out of these grew the grander monotheistic integra*ions of the
Papacy and Mohammedanism.

*“2  The fiereeness of the faiths jast named was c«<pended in the Crusades; and
the feziing that aii men are brethren, and that ail nations are, under the iaw ¢ na-
tions, parts of a great commorweaith, announced the dawn of a new and still higher
integration. This has been properly called the RELIGION oF HUMANITY. It is based
upon the conviction that mankind and their interests ard destiny are the marters of
supreme interest on this planet. I come not to Lring peace, but a sword,” was the







