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torically and structurally born ; the vital test of every religion residing
in its capacity to civilize, restrain, elevate, bring forth fruits of right-
eousness ; the duty of the scholar to make all the resources of modern
science, of comparative philology, mythology, and physiology, sub-
serve his fixed idea of the universality and perpetual value of the reli-
gious sentiment; finally, the unpolemical and untheological nature of
this great work of religious sympathy to which the scholar in these
latest times has been called.

How well these exalted purposes were applied to execute the volume
upon India the student of religion need not be reminded. But still
finer, more exhaustive, more generous and brilliant, has been the work
done upon this volume of China, Few books have ever s0 completely
absorbed, and then set forth, the manifold life of a great ration. Not
a single topic or interest is left untouched ; not only toucl.ed, but thor-
oughly handled, and not by undefended statement: cverywhere the §
authority pursues the opinion, and the student is conscious that all the
best books in various languages, the best reviews and communications,
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- - This is the second volume that bclongs to the great undertaking of
1 E Mr. Johnson to show the universal nature of religious ideas, their or- [
. @ ganic evolution from the human structure in all times and nations, and
B8 thcir consequent similarity. ‘r'he ethnic coloring works no essentiai

5 .

: § modification of essential thought, and is only a superficial distinction, have been ransacked to provide for him a sense of security and highest
. like that of all the unduplicated faces of all individuals: each face has probability.

: its crotchet of distinction from all the other faces, but they all conspire The book is divided into four sections entitled, Elements, Struct-
. to set forth menta} traits and emotions that are substantially identical. ures, Sages, Beliefs. Under these heads are included every possible sub- §
. In Mr. Johnson's Introduction to the first volume, devoted to the Re- § ject which can illustrate the actual China: her labor and science ; her

| ligions of India, he states the purpose of the whole plan, and furnishes
~ BB he key note. It may be thus briefly reproduced here: A human in-
FEB stinctthat has continually sought fcr and yearned toward the invisible £
" (o:ce and creativeness which inspire all Nature; a natural evolution
of this instinct, through all varieties of culture and condition, taking on
at every stage the precise quality of the culture, and becoming thus an
advertisement of the place which mankind then occupies ; the natural
continuity of this structural development, broken at no point by any al-
teration of the original impulse, by any interference or afterthought, by §
any irrupnion of a force which is not continually in Nature ; a native uni- )

education, government, language, literature, history ; her different reli-
gious epochs and states of thought ; her social sentiments, ancestral
worship, her ethnic habits and notions ; her development of Buddhism,
and her philosophy, —all these central subjects are submitted to the§
most careful treatment.

It may be that at first the reader will suspect the author of too much
admiration. We have been so carefully nourished upon the partisan
informations of the missionaries, and upon the contempt which makes
a part of the return cargo of traders, who know nothing about China
) L except the wretched facts picked up in the slums of Canton and Hong
versality which forbids any claim of exclusiveness, of any superior au- S Kong, that we are not prepared to encounter so many refined and no
thority save that of culture and ethnic condition, of any notion of a i ble traits of character, such mental development, such admirable man
distinctive inspiration ; the natural human right of every form of Faith, ¥ agement of the popular and social life, so much curious learning, and
and therefore an essential injustice in any denominational attitude to- such indefatigable scholarship. Least of all is it the cummon Anglo]
ward ancient or contemporaneous religions ; the advantage of complete Saxon opinion that the average Chinaman believes in the sacredness
toleration that i$ gained for speculation and practical dealings with the and possible future of his soul, and that there is divine power abova
different people of the earth; a law of self-recovery from decayed and and beyond the visible sky. The book will dissipate many degrad
degraded epochs, by whose organic stress the instinct for religion savesy ing illusions ; it will reveal several humbling contrasts with our owq
itself, and assumes new forms, without the artifice of supernatural in-J

) ) Christian methods of business and social life. Its chirf value is i
terventions, but not without the inspiration of a genius for religien, his its claborate and minute accumulation of all the facts which show 1hd
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similarity of the principles of all religions, and the natural fraternity
which reddens the blood underneath the cheeks of nations. Itisalsoa
timely contribution te the treatuent of the Chinese problem among us,
and will undoubtedly lead popular opinion into greater respect for
the Chinese character, into a willingness te cultivate closer relations

with a people whose sense of honor and capacity eventually to serve the |8 4
causes of civilization are quite eqnal to our own. Their vices are the
same, but some of them are not yet developed upon so grand a scale of ]
national degradation. It is not wonderful that their virtues are quite ‘\,

iike those of all the other peopie who happen to be alive at present.

The reader will be surprised at the chapters which relate to the phy-
sical aud social condition of the Chinese ; their faculty for work ; their
love of systematic processes; their economy, dexterity, ingenuity,
asthetic feeling ; their courage, endurance, and prevailing peaceable-
ness,  They have been for two or three thousand years the most
pa‘nstaking of annalists ; the historic sense also is not wanting in them,
and it includes a conception, hield more clearly than by the most fa-
mous ancient nations, that events flow, not only from moral causes, or
from divine volition, but from natural law, and that the responsibility
of all directors of affairs is exacted by the invisible forces of the uni-
verse, by that unnamed and inexpressible influence which suffixes cer-
tain results to certain causes. 3

The avthor does not fail to notice the defective results of Chinese B
development.  For instance, the elements of the nation’s industry have |
been organized into a most remarkable stability and productiveness, but
the failing of Chinese labor begins with a mental inability to apply new
methods, fresh maxims of science ; the ground has been too tenaciously
occupied by a race that has lived in isolation and dependence upon
traditicnal formulas, many of which are excellent and have raised the
nation to a grade of well-distributed prosperity, and whose popular §
value i¢, in fact, the cause of a temporary unwillingness to admit the §
results of foreign thought.  And this withdrawal or shrinking back for |
refuge into the old methods has been aggravated by political contact
with foreign powers,—by the outrage and injustice, for instance,
which attended the sclfish attempt of England to force her copium §§
traffic upon the poople A

This reminds us that an over-curious Chinaman, experimenting with |
rice, perhaps two thousand years before the Christian era, stumbled, 8
after the extemporancous fashion of the alchemists, into the discovery i
of the spirit which is called Samshoo, or * the thrice-fired.” As soon_
as its intoxicating properties became a matter of the public attention,
as they did, no doubt, quite speedily, the luckless discoverer was ban-
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ished. The Chinese government has always endeavored to protect
the people from sources of vicinus indulgence ; it has maintained a
delicate and noble moral sense in screening the primitive native pre-
ference for abstinence from the effects of fire-water and opium. The
oldest temperance address on record was composed in China about
eleven hundred and twenty years before that Christian era which still
favors the sending of missionaries and opium to a nation that prefers
to be temperate even in its spiritual conceptions.  These two articles
are not always shipped in the same bottom, —a delicate sense of re-
serve nfay be maintained in that matter,-—but they both manage to
get into the country. Mr. Johnson has a chapter showing clearly,
with the accompanying evidence, how futile are the efforts of the mis-
sionaries among a people that already possesses an excellent working
religion. The opium den has been enlarged by her most Christian
Majesty of England.

The Chinaman symbolizes his veneration for a deceased parent by
burning before the ancestral shrine some paper that represents a mon-
etary value, as if he meant to be understood as tipping the venerable
relative for his journey in foreign parts. At the counter of our com-
mon sense these imaginary legal-tenders would be protested, but in
China there is no danger that filial obedience will te repudiated ; they
honor and defer to living parents in a way that would surprise a Cali-
fornian. He measures Chinese emigration by its incapacity to carry
on great operations. It would be a civilizing process to transport a
committee of hoodlums through the magnificent system of canals
which have been perfected in China during twc thousand years, while
the hoodlum was in his cradle ; to show the Committee cursorily the
wonderful system of irrigation which is sustained and watched for
the support of some hundreds of millions of people.  Perhaps then it “
might be salutary to rub the hoodlum nose against the Great Wall.
But we know what the Californian means by great operations. If John
Chinaman could make a “comer” in wheat or Erie, or palm oft
playced-out mines as Bonanzas, he would be proncunced eminently fit
to become a citizen, Perhaps it is only for lack of time and opportu-§
nity that he does not yet acquire all the virtues of a republic. Give
himm time, then ; be ashamed to obstruct his advance toward ail the
boasted advantages of the country! '

Mr. Johnson notices, and frequently recurs to, the Chinese maxim
of the “Middle Path, the Mecan,” as explanatory of the position anc
practices of the people, and of the fact that propriety, and not progress
is at Lt the ruling motive. It distributes the pepular life among
great horde of maxims; it is continually balancing, lest the life Lg







