THE ORTHODOX BASIS OF REVIVALISM.

URING certain lectures which were given last winter ig
the Tremont Temple, a comparison was made between the
intellectual culture of Boston and of Edinburgh. It was sug-
L gested by the fact, or rather, we should say, by the partisay
report, that the latter city had gladly welcomed the revivalists
and sat at their feet. \Would not the pride of Boston also suc. |8
cumb to the Holy Spirit, and welcome its unsophisticated in.
t struments? It is certain that in both cities there is enongh
intelligence to resist and repudiate’ a vicious system of religious §
influence, and enough ignorance and sentimental feeling to wel. |
come it. The intellect of Boston has not yet been humbled;
perhaps because it has not yet been addressed. The sectarian §
motive, the interested parochial sentiment, the love of common
L sensation, has been addressed : evangelical ministers, paraded on §
b the platform, did somewhat stiffly countenance the singing and
cheap utterance; the old style of praying, slightly revamped, noti-
fied the Lord that then was the time to be moving in the matter,
E s if He had some infinite indifference to lay aside in order to dif-
| fuse more generally the Holy Spirit; some churches in debt ran
L in debt for a Tabernacle that the Lord might be with men (He §

could not allege that no chance has been offered Him in Boston); 5

E representatives of the Old South Church, which has been dqing '
such a sharp bit of trading in patriotic reminiscence, went into
'~ trading in cheap excitement ; with a stock of easy sobs and tears,
and toys of doctrine stuffed with saw-dust, they sustained the in- |§
terest.  But :he intelligence of Boston was not touched in the
remotest mannar; and it never can be by a method that is only
intelligent in its adroit appeal to ignorance. Persons will be
disappointed who expect that knowledge, culture, spiritual intui-
tion, the pure emotions of noble minds, the sense of natural laws,

and the feeling of a supernatural presence, are going to succumb SN
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to a few stories, sucli as figure in the slop-column of religious
papers, and to the cumuletive effect of congregutional singing.
No; the Lord will decline to come to the genuine Boston by
such convevances ; the Hely Spirit will not be flattered by those
theatre tears.

This is the most sensational age of a sensational people. e |
have already lived by sensativns to the verge of ruin; and now,
in the lull of trade, the collapse of overdriven interests, the decay
of manifold enterprises, there is occasion and a wide temptation

to cry up cheap ware, and hawk it about with voluble emphasis: 38

“ Here's your genuine Gospel; here’s redemption at popular g
prices; good as the best and warranted to last.”” The American
loves dearly to live loud in the ears of men. The revivalist and
the walkist are competing. Not long ago, when Weston had fin-
ished his five hundred miles, late on a Saturday night, in the pres- |
ence of a great and applauding crowd, ke announced that he
proposed to zttend divine service the next forenoor, and sent to
the chorister a request that *“ Nearer, my God, to Thee” should |
be sung. Five hundred miles nearer than all the rest of us! So
are gymnastics and the Gospel reconciled : and the stentorian
voices can pelt great crowds with platitudes.

Has not the demand for muscle in connection with Christian-
ity been somewhat overdone of late? We are told that the most
popular preachers are the robustest and the healthiest men, who
can hurl] their sentences down a long aisle, and launch them

through great spaces which do not dissipate their magnetism, ¥

Every member of a great crowd gets his ration, and indeed many §
waste-baskets-full of fragments might be gathered up. The con-

. sonants and vocables are swept out by the sexton. They drop
i like snow-flakes, and melt out their little conventional souls.

Why should it seem desirable to cover half an acre with 2 roof,
under which human beings, by the mere physical contact of mul- §

J titude, can achieve a fact which is more real than any fact that

L is exploded at them from the platform,—the fact of sympathy, |

| the increment of feeling by adding units together, each one a lit-
@ tle grain of powder which the rubbing of any common match can $8

. set off, till the ignoble origin assumes impressive proportions? §

But the running together of these obscure sensations does not

. accumulate into a steady glow, at which each soul may light its
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taper and carry horne an undying flame.  The soul only lends §

itself to swell a general puff. and each relay of souls goes off in
the same conspiracy of incoherence. If these pepular flashes
could ever kindle a moral and spiritual life, the world would by
this time be too good for any style of preaching.

I was lately looking at Washington Allston’s refined and ten.

der pertrait of Dr. Channirg.  The iarge-orbed eyes seemed to
gather in:o themselves the spaces where God has set a taber- |

nacle for tue sun. But the thin, compressed lips had an ex-
pression of deprecating space, and of craving only the deepest
silence, that the pure ethics of the soul might be overheard,
not by long vistas of bodies waiting to receive their customary
shock, but by a cluster of spirits competent to hear a still, small
voice. The lungs became sonorous enough only to express the
reddening of the delicate inspiration which passed through them.
The body was the wick of a smouldering soul.

“ How far trhat little candle throws its beams!”
In the n:eantime, robustious-pated gentiemen

“fill the bores of hearing
To the smothering of the sense.”

But, we are told, an evangelist need not possess the structure §

i of a Channing in order to bring souls to Christ.  Such a struct.
B ure, indeed, would be too light to carry the message of redemp-
' tion ; too refined to entertain its homcliness. When Christ was

€ born, he was put into a manger; there, while the oxen rumi- J
: nated, the divine thought also revulved its message, to pass from

those lowly surroundings into the blood of mankind. So the
k' homeliness of an evangelist may be his providential gift.

- But it depends upon the method and direction in which an
- earnest and homely mind applies its ability for addressing other

minds that are on the same plane of culture. N=zither homeli ¥

~ ness nor refinement can undertake to misrepresent the universe,
B to trade in misstatements of the facts of human nature and of
- the moral order, and to set forth a conception of God which i&
shocking to the unsophisticated censcience.  Some one, in quoks
ing Pope’s line, inverted it, and said. “ An honest God’s the
noblest work of Man.”
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E honest one,—is he the God who drew forth the piety of Jesus as
| the caressing sun draws kisses of fragrance from the flowers?

Suppose now “ve should divest the evangelical conception of

‘ Deity of the artificial sentiment and textual haze which cling to :
i it: let us translate it into the plainest English prose. It would be [k

a perfectly legitimate transaction, because we do not question the

b saintship of many Calvinistic believers any more than we do that
| of many Buddhists and Mohammedans. The Catholic Church,
| which Orthodoxy dreads and despises, has a record of samtship

quite equal to its own. Human nature is superior to every creed,

BB and has displayed its heroic fidelities in all countries. When we
| are bidden to observe the virtue which has flourished under the
. Orthodox conception of a God, we beg leave to allude to the §
| fourishing an  whole-souled iniquity of numbers of its promi-
* nent believers, while at the same time we point to the great and
§ good men of all beliefs and nations who never had the advantage
| of living after Calvin, or in these days of revivalism. The divine }

B quality of mankind—the God made flesh and dwelling here—-
| dwells here in superb unconsciousness of all our catechisms. To

show the inconsistency and curious impossibility of Calvinism
will not smirch the bloom of its saintship, nor undervalue its
epiendid services to democracy. But its God is none the less
an abs.rd and impracticable Being. Its men have been mostly
superior ‘o it, and amusingly unconscious of its impotency for
their g:nuine deeds. So %iave men of all nations and periods of
belief been unconscious of the primitive and independent value
of their human nature. They have constantly referred their own |
exploits to their own conception of a Deity. In the meantime,
the Divine Spirit, not at all offended, has continued at its task of
bringing men-and-women-children into the world.

But it is also true that the most extensive immoralities can §
be traced to erroneous conceptions of the Universe and of the
God who rules it ; and perhaps under every creed vice has been
considerably fosiered in this way. So that it is always in order
to overhaul the popular conceptions, to show their technical im- |

| morality, their corrupting drift. Simply to show their intrinsic

unreasonableness must contain some benefit for the mind. This |
is to be done by taking off the imposing and venerable vest- g







