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« For always ir thine eyes, O Liberty!
Shinca that kigh light whereby the world is saved;
And though thou slay us, we will trust in thee.”
Joux Hay.

Cn Picket Duty.

Mr. Yarros's review of George Gunton’s “Wealth
snd Progress,” begun in this number of Liberty, will
continue through two more issuus.

E. C. Walker’s “ Fair Play” has appeared. Instead
of tle eight-page fortnight!v at fifty cents a year an-
uounced in the prospectus, it is a four-page weckly at
seventy-five cents a year. Printed mainly from new
type, it makes a much better appearance than “ Luci-
fer.” T aw agreeably disappointed in finding it less
exclugively deveied to auti-Comstockism than I had
supposed, from sundry articles in ¢ Lucifer,” that it
would be. On the contrary, it does vigorous battle
against Authority all along the line. Muy it steadily
grow in influence and circulatioa

M. D. Leahy, whose dzubts on the subject of com-
pulsory taxation J. Wm. Lloyd made ¢ vigorous effort
to dispel in the last number of Likerty, generously
surrenders a large portion of his littls paper, the
“ American Idea,” to a reproduction of Mr. Lloyd’s
article. In his comments, however, he does not so
much as touch & single one of Mr. Lloyd’s arguments.
The upshot of his remarks is that he has not yet suffi-
ciently examined the gnestion and must have further
time before announcing his position. Which is very
fair: only, in my judgment, it should have been stated
in su:sethiag like the following direct and simple
fashion: “Mr. Lloyd’s arguments seem to me unan-
swerable; otherwise I should try to answer them. On
the other hand, there are difficulties which I am like-
wise unable to overcome. Therefore I must suspend
judgment.” But, instead of such simplicity, Mr. Leahy
gives his readers over a column of “fine writing,”
which, though in no seuse a reply, has the air of one,
and sounds, as Ruskin wittily said of Mill's definition
of productive labor, “so very like complete and satis-
factory information that one is ashamed, after getting
it, to ask for any more.” Perhaps Mr. Leahy ap-
proaches nearest to argument when he expresses sym-
pathy with Labadic's staterient that, “if the State
would only remove those laws that stand in the way of
free land, free money, and transportation, . . . . the
laws for the puunishment of crime would not need to be
exercised.” Labadie is perfectly right, but Leahy errs
if he understands him to assert thst ime land and
free mouney would render compulsory ¢
The position of the Anarchists, as Mr. Lloyd clearly
showed, is that the law establishing a compulsory tax
is a law, not for the punishment, but for the commis-
sion, of crime, and is precisely the most potent of all
those laws that stand in the way of free land and free
money. The logic of Labadie’s stat t cl the
abhclition of compulsory taxation as & means rather
than a result. I have no doubt that Mr. Leahy will
soun see this, for he has an open miud and sincerely
desires the truth.

The following sentences oceur in an editorial in
“Lucifer” written by Moses Harmau: “In his criti-
cism published two weeks ago the charge was made by
Mr. Tucker, or .t lvast sich was the legitimate infer-
znce from his language, that 1 had treated Mr. deer
so unfairly as to dri i 4

spoke of the ¢necessity’ of his (W’s) conduct in ¢prac-
tically disappearing from its columns as a writer,’ the
only legitimate inference was that in some way the
Junior had been so trammelled by me that he could
uot be heard through ¢Lucifer's’ columns.” Then, if
I were to say that I find myself under the “necessi.y”
of going into the house when it rains, Mr. Harman
would “legitimately infer,” T suppose, that I am for-
bidden to stay out doors. Must I inform that gentle-
man that necessity sometimes takes other forms then
compuision by arbitrary will, —often resulting, for
instance, from the force of circumstances? The word
necessity is generally used with reference to some end
implied, ard implied so ~learly oftentimes that it would
be an insult to the reader’s intelligence to specify it.
When I speak of the “necessity of going into the house
when it rains,” it is superfluous to add “in order to
avoid getting wet,” unless I am talking to au idiot.
Similarly, when 1 spoke of the “necessity” of Mnr.
Walker’s disappearance from * Lucifer’s” columns, it
was superfluous, in view of the context, to add “in
order to avoid the shame and humiiliation of responsi-
bility for the vacillating policy of a paper bearing his
name as one of its editors.” That and nothing else is
what I meant. But Mr. Harman chooses to “legiti-
mately infer” that I meant to charge him with exclu¢'-
ing Mr. Walker, and on the strength of this print:
column after column of ludicrously absurd complaint
against me. Iis especial grievance is that I refuse to
reprint his stuff in Liberty, and so he begs such read-
ers of Liberty as see “ Lucifer” to send him the names
of all other readers of Liberty in order that he may
supply them with copies of “Lucifer” containing the
explanation of the establishment of *“Fair Play.” I
hope to be the meaus of saving much trouble by notify-
ing all readers of Liberty that the address of “Luci-
fer” is Valley Falls, Kansas.

RESPECTABILITY.*

Dear, had the world in its caprice
Deigned to proclaim ** I know yoa both,
Have recognized your pligited troth,
Am sponsor for you: live in peace! " —
How many precious moutha and years
Of youth had passed, that speed so fast,
Before we found it out at last,
The world, and what it fears ?

How much of priceless life ware spent
With men that every virtae decks,
And women models of tl.cir sex,
Socfety’s true ornament, —
Ere wo dared wander, nights like this,
Through wind and raiu, and watch the Seine,
And feel the Boulevart break agnin
To warmth and light and bliss?

I know! the world proseribes not love;
Allows my finger to caress
Your lips’ contour and downiness,
Provided it supply a glove.
The world’s good word! — the Iatitute!
Gaizot receives Montalembert! +
Eh? Down the court three lampions fiare:
Put forward your best foot!{

Robert B mening,
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The Decline of Compulsion.
iFrom the Election Sermon preached by Rev. Phillips Brooks
before the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, June 4,
1888.]

The military idea is in its broadest statement the idea of
recognized and more or less organized compulsion and re-
straint. Into the power of that idea man enters at a very
early period of his development. If there is a time before he
enters it, a time of unrestrained wilfulness, without compui-
sicn, when every man does that which is right in bis own
eyes, *hat time is very early left behind, never to be re-
entered till mai: at the other end of his history shall need no
power beyond the self will of every individual, because every
individual shall have become perfect and incapable of willing
anything but what is absolutely right and good. . . . Man,
having left lawlessness behind, having once entered into the
region of compulsions, dwells in thac region, we cannot say
how long, but while he dues live in it finds in it an abandant
room for growth, changes compulsion for higher compulsion
and yet higher, the coarser for the finer, the brutal for the
spiritnal, and so is to be judged at any special moment by
the kind of compulsion which at that special moment is rul-
ing hirr and giving shape to Lis life.

Now, he time upon which our thoughts are specially fixed
today, the iime which lies two hundred and fifty yeais ago,
was peculiarly a time when the world was passing, or rather
was realizing that it had passed, from the power of one com-
puision to the power of another, which was higher and deeper
and less arbitrary and more essential. The more we study
the seventeenth century, the more impressive it becomes, tae
more we feel that, as we study, we are attending at the birth
of modern history, we are watching tne tree Ygdrasil put
forth a new leafage, which shows the coming of a new
spring. . . . Out of it the world came new acd different.
What tue difference and newness was it is not hard to teli.
To sum it up in one word, the world had pussed from the
compulsion of force into the compuision of fact. When the
century began, it was the strongest will backed by the strong-
est army that decided the movement of the world’s affairs.
‘When the century closed, the world had fairly and distinctly
entered on that new condition where to find and to conform
to the established facts of the universe was the ambition and
the purpose of mankind. That is the difference of ancient
and modern life. . . . To find the fundamental facts in
every region and conform to them, to put the sceptre into
the hands of the nature of things small, this is modern. 1I¢
is Puritan; it is scientific. It has left the old empire of
Force benind. The new empire of Fact has come.

And evidently now the military idea will undergo a change,
The soldier will be no longer the minister of wanton force, He
will be the embediment in its crudest and most palpable form
of the power of fact. He will be no thunderbolt flung into the
midst of an amazed world. He will be the symbol and ex-
pression of the vital forces which are working everywhere
for the expression of the eternal facts. He will be uo longer
the destructive power, but the conservative. He will appeal
to men’s admiration, not by the splendor of the sword he
wields, but by tbe justice of the cause he represents. To
put it in the simplest and severest form, the modern as dis-
tinguished from the ancient idea of war is the police idea.
Tke soldier is not himself the changer of the world. He is
only the securer and preserver of those conditions in which
the vital forces which proceed out of the bosom of the oternal
facts can do their work and rrake their mighty revolutions.

There is nothing good or glorious which war has brought
forth in human nature which peace may not produce more
richly and more permanently. When we cease to think of
peace as the negative of war and think of war as the negative
of peace, making war and not peace the exception and inter-
ruption of human life, making peace and not war the type
and glory of existence, then sball shine forth the higher
soldiership of the higher battles. Then the first military
spirit and its ranks shail seem to be but crude struggles af-
ter and rehearsals for that higher fight, the fight after the
eternal facts and their obedience, the fight against the per-
petually intrusive lie, which is the richer glory or the riper
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