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* For +lways in thino eyes, O Liberty!
Shirce that high light whereby the world is saved;
And though thou slay us, we will trust in thee.”
JoHN HAv.

On Picket Duty.

E. C. Walker reprints in “Lucifer” some highly
complimentary remarks which 1 made abovt that paper
in 1884. Woeis me! aluckaday!

The Chinese emperor has granted a banking mono-
poly, and the beneficiaries of this conression are now
in this country studying the national banking system
with a view to introducing it into China. Poor China!

According to the “Truth Secker” the writers for
“Honesty” are principally Freevhinlers. Men with
iong wmemories can recall the time when the “Truth
Seeker” insisted that nearly all the Ararchists were
Christians.

Hot headedly wrong, but foreible, able, and interest-
ing writers,—such is the “Truth Seeker's” verdict
upon the Australian Anarchists. Singular fact, isn’t
it, that wherever you find an Anarchist you find a man
of brains and talent?

A correspondent desires o be informed through
Liberty “how the Anarchist Reclus could. withouvt
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sacrifice of principle, remain a member of the Interna- " “innocuous desuetude,” and a new method of settling

tional.” Because he is really not an Anarchist, but a
Communist. Nevertheless his pamphlet, “An Anar-
chist on Anarchy,” published in Liberty’s Library is a
good Anarchistic document as far as it goes, exeept in
two or three statements which T have guarded against
by foot-uote. Nc one, however, who believes, &s
Reclus does, in the forcible seizure and common pos-
session of all the means of production can properly de-
fine bimself as an Anarchist.

Judge McCarthy of the Pennsylvania supreme court,
having to pass upon the question whether under the
Pennsylvania liquor law licenses should be granted in
a certain county, decided againsi granting them be-
cause he was opposed to the law, saying in the opinion
which he filed: “When laws are passed that seem to
couflict with God’s injunctions, we are not compelled to
obey them.” Pll warrant that that same judge, were
an Anarchist, arraigned before him for the viclation
of some unjust statute, to claim that he followed either
God’s injunction or any other criterion of conduet in
his eyes superior to the statute, would give the prisoner
three months extra for his impudence.

The London “Jus” reprints the whole of my recent
editorial, “Contract or Organism, What’s That to Us?”
- introducing it as follows: “Mr. F. W. Read has under-
tak-n the defence of taxation in these columns. We
gre inclined to think that, apart from the merits of the
case, he has, so far as argument is concerned, got the
_ better of Mr. Badcock, who has taken up the cudgels
for Anarchy, or, as he would call it, Absolute Indivi-
dualism. But Mr. Benjamin Tucker of Liberty now
appears on the field, and deals some very heavy blows
at ‘Mr. Read and his principle of a State-organism.
e hope he will not run away before his new assail-
I thank “Jus” for its fairness and join in its

of the Inter-State Commerce Law, which furnishes
ts for sermons against State Socialism to a certain

class of persons, proves to others (and presumably to
him) merely the incapacity of our legislators to pro-
perly exercise the socialistic powers lodged in govern-
ment. There would be no reasonabie objection to
such an explanation, if at least some instances could be
pointed out where governments kave proved themselves
efficient and skilful in executing the {asks assumed by
them. But wheu it is overwhelmingly demonstrated
that governments always have failed and always must
fail to render satisfactory service, it strikes me that
the time is ripe for a generalization and a more com-
vrehensive view of the g tal inter-
ference with natural currents.

Henry George’s correspondents continue to press
him regarding the fate of the man whose home should
so rise in value through increase of population that he
would be taxed out of it. At first, it will be remem-
bered, Mr. George coolly sneered at the objectors to
this species of eviction as near reiatives of those who
objected to the abolition of slavery on tae ground that
it would “deprive the widow Smith of ner only
‘nigger.’” Liberty made some comiaents on this,
which Mr. George never noticed. Since their appear-
ance, however, his analogy between property in “nig-
gers” 20 1 a man’s property in his house has lapsed, as
President Cleveland would say, into a condition of
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this difficulty has been evolved. A correspondeat hav-
ing supposed the case of a man whose neighboshood
should become 2 business centre and whose p'ace of
residence therefore, as far as the land was concerned,
should rise in value so that he could not afford or
right not desire to pay the tax upon it, but, as far as
his house was concerned, should almost entirely lose
its value because of its unfitness for business purposes,
Mr. George makes answer that the community very
likely would give such a man a new house elsewhere
to ccmpensate him for being obliged to sell his house
at a sacrifice. That this method has some advantages
over the “nigger” argument I am not preparsd to
deny, but 1 am tempted to ask Mr. George whether
this is one of the ways by which he proposes to “sim-
pliiy government.”

M. Harman, writing editorially in ¢Lucifer” on la-
bor politics, declares that he expects no direct or pesi-
tive good from any new parties that the present social
and religious conditions are capable of constructing
and sustaini .. For the true reform party —thr pcréy
that would .« to establish liberty and equity —we
have as yet ..either the builders ner the stones; and,
if we are ever to have such u party, we must first
devote our energies to the high and noble work of fit-
ting ourselves for the position of builders and stones
of the glorious temple of liberty. This is strictly true
as far as it goes. But the writer disturbs himself
rather needlessly by the considerations that such pre-
paration and development require time; that “to make
4 man you must begin with his grandmother”; and
that slavery in sex-hood makes serviceable grand-
mothers pretty scarce. The trouble with “Lucifer’s”
philosophy, which is responsible for # Lucifer’s” giv-
ing the sex question such undue prominence and mag-
nifying its importance in relation to other quesvions,
is that it coufounds the two entirely distinet ideas of
a perfect man and one sufliciently enlightened to per-
ceive the necessity of certain reforms in socicty and in
government. The environment which will allow the
production of ideally perfect men wiil be created by

Anarchy; and we, who are already scruewhat free
from mental and social slavery, can hope to give birth
to more nearly perfect men and women. But to es-
tablish Anarchy nothing is needed except a little
knowledge, some brains, some will-power, and a deter-
mination to stick to the plumb-line.

Hot-Headedly Wrong, Like Ourselves.
[New York Truth Seeker.]

There are quite a number of Ararchists in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, of the philosophical gort, and they publish a twelve-
page monthly called “Honesty.” There is no dynamite in
it, but much forcible writing. Its contributors are princi-
pally Freethinkers, who have turned their attention to social
subjects, and become converts to the extreme individual-
istic views of Michael Bakounine ana iferbert Spencer
They are hot-headedly wrong, like our loved friend Tucker,
ut they are able, and we read them with inrterest.

DON QUIXOTE.

[Transtated from the French of EUGENE POTTIER by BENJ. R.
TUCKER.]

On sceing the ball and the chain,

The tirst of the heroes of Spain,

Don Quixote, ran up, lance in hand!

But Sancho for this had not planned!

The galley-guard fled; the chain’s elank
‘Was stopped by the chivnlrous crank.
—*8ir Knight,” advised Sancho, the drone,
* The galley-sinve’s chain let alone!’”

— * Frieud Sancho, I go at the call.

This convict is labor, the thrall,

A tool which is edten by rust

And eats in its turn but a crust.

1ts master, compassionless gold,

Discards it when worn-ont and old.”

— ¢ Sir Knight,” advised Sancho, the drone,
« The galley-slave’s chain let alone!”

— “1 Iiberate, Sancho, the boy

Imprisoned in school without joy.

Though fed upon learning, no doubt,

By pedants first chewed and spat out,

A copy-bock seribbled in ink,

His mind is not quickened to think.”

— ¢ 8ir Knight,” advised Sancho, the drone,
‘ The galley-slave's chain let alone!”

— 4" Ye slave of the barracks, unchain!

A cartridge-box serves as your brain;

A musket is your moral sense;

You’re but a machine of offence.

To the trade of a cannibal brad,

They cast you, like bullets of lead.”

— ¢ Sir Knight,” advised Sancho, the drone,
“ The galley-slave’s chain let alone!"

- And you too, the sacristy’s slave,

Your cowl do not wear to the grave.

The cloister confuges your sight

‘With the mildew of Faith and its blight,
‘Within you lymphatic Rome breeds
Diseases while yor count your beads.”

— ¢ 8ir Knight,” advised Sancho, the drone,
*“ The galley-slave’s chain let alone!

—+* And you, above all, Dulcinea,

Though wretched, incomparably dear,
‘Whom giants hold fast in their grasp

And wicked enchanters enclasp,

Your heart, which the law sits above,

Cries out for its freedom to love.”

— * Sir Knight,” advised Sancho, the drone,
“The galley-slave's chain let alone!™

Of chivalry you are the cream,
Said I to myseclf in my dreamn;
Pour into these giants your five,
In apite of your cowardly squire.
For until you shall end with your aword

The era of force andl of fraud,

— ¢ Sir Knight,” will croak Sancho, the drone,
*'The galley-slave's chain let alone!™






