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7 abieays inohing eyes, O Liberty !

2 that Righ tighd lurchy the werld is saved ;

Sugd chough (v slay ws, w2 will tiust in thee”

JonN Havy,

THE LAST MAN.

ad a1t the Subseription Dinner connected with the Scranton Meet-

jug o1 the American Insticate of Mining Engineers.]

‘T'am the faraed New Zealanaor
Of whom Mucaunlay wrote,

And I have craised around th2 world
n wiy own private buat,

A-visiting of London Bridge
And other things remote.

"Twas atter £ had tnishggl with
‘The ruins of Si. Paul’s,
turned to cross the Atluntic Sea,
In apite of waves and squalls,
‘0 study the traces of vouished razes
Anud see Niagara Falls.

This was the land, you understand,
That oned was owned in fee

By folks who worked, anl never shirked,
And worshipped Liberty —

A nation that became extinct
In the twentisth century.

From time to tinte strange rumors cime
-~ About their wendrons doom,

mno more;
&

i Andvmhmtmmcyassee the truth, !
e 3 tell the same at horao.

Isteeresi my vessel up the Bay,
Once tamous, and still fair;

A proetrate statue barred the way
That erst a torch did bear.

Its torch was iu the water, axd
Its heels \vere in the aivt

1 floated slowly up beside
A long deserted pier,

‘When at the gangway I descried
A sign, ag'I drew nesr,

Upon a sign-hoard 214 and d:ied:
«“Boycott! No landiyg acre!”

“Boycott!” methougls I kuew the word;
It was some sort of pest
That in the past, as I haad Leaxd,
‘Went swecping through the West,
Scering one half its victims dead,
And starviug all the rest,

Mo - ..sier! Time will disinfect-
The most contagious airs;

1 put mny respirator on,
And washied, and said my prayers,

And, boldly stepping io the pier,
‘Went up the rotten stairs.

An empty town, whose dreary wastes
At human grandeur scoff!

But stay! an aged figure hastes
‘With many o wheezy cough,

‘Waving its lean and withered arms,
And wildly warus me off!

_--My nerves are strong, yet I confess
It was a grewsome sight,
That visage gaunt, thai tatteved dress,
That fiercely brandished right,
Holding a can of some strange mess
“- “Fhat looked like dynamite.

. ¢ Arxt thou the sed survivor, then,
Of all thy nation’s fate ?
And how didst thou escape it, when
<. The rest £11 desolate ?”
Y am,"” quoth he (and conghed again),
“The Walkiug Delegutol

My duty 1s to walk sbout
Andmmt @ingtmndsﬁll

At least they did & but now I've none
On whom to wock my wiil,

““Gone are the days when tyrants shrank
And trembled at my talk ;

The Boycott took them all away;
And now 1 sadly stalk,

A lonesome Walking Delegate,
‘Wih nought to do but walk!

¢ It was a glorious fight, I ween,
‘We Knights of Labor won!

‘We cut the hours of lubor down
To eiglit, six, four, two, none,

Sometimer ! wish it had not been
Quite s« cownpletely done!

¢ OQur last great trike the continent
O'erspread {-..n side to side;

We had to boycott everything
To gein the point dented;

And just as we were going to win,
All parties up and died!”

“ But you survived,” I said: * what power
So sately brought you through?

When no one more did anything.
‘What could you ind to do?

‘When all support for others failed,
Pray, what sapported you?"

Oh, but he grinned a ghastly grin!

-+ What did I live upon?
Why.l’mawmw leg t:e,,l EAE N

Aud no mheére % i -
Though alt ﬂxewo!ld mm should stop,

My salery goeson!”

On Picket Duty.

“John Swinton’s Paper,” after a four years’ struggle
for existence and a lavish expenditure of money, has
been obliged to suspend publication. One more.num-
ber will be iscued, on August 21, to review its wurk,
and that will be the Jast. I am very, very sorry.

The poem, “The Last Man,” printed in aunother
column, I found in the N:w York “Leader,” which
published it as a sample of capitalistic doggerel used
in the place »f argument. It is certainly capital,
whether capitalistic or not. I publish it because I
consider it a bit of satire as effective as deserved. It
should be added, however, that its point could be
turned against the capitalists with even greater effect,
and that therefore it ill becomes them to use it.

The “Workmen's Advocats,” the official organ of
the Sccialistic Labor Pauty, declares that “in the So-
cialistic State alcohol will not find a place except for
scientific purposes.” On the other hand, Laurence
Grorlund, the star philosopher of the Socialistic Labor
Party, affirms that the Socialistic State will run saloons,
—undoubtediy meaning by saloons places where liquor
can be procured as a beverage. In this difference be-
tween the doctors we get a foretsste of the circus
which life will become when the Socialistic State goes
into operation.

One of the most impudent falsehoods which I have
met lately is told by Ralph Beaumont, chairman of the
national legislative committee of the Knights of La-
bor, in an article in the official organ, the “Journal of
United Labor.” Among the duties entrusted to this
committee is that of lubhying at Washington to secure
a monopoly of the telegraph system by the govern-
ment. This project was criticised by the New York
“World,” and Beaumont’s article is written in answer
to its criticism. In support of goverument telegraphy
he cites the government postal service, and about the
latter he makes the following astounding statement:

«Thera was & time when the Ur‘ed States mail used
to be transported by corporation' and others, when it
used to coct twenty-five cents to carry a letter three
hnadred miles. The government took hold of it and
reduced the charge to twelve cents, then to five, then
tc three, nnd now the letter, instead of being carried
three hundred iniles for twenty-five cents, may be sent
three thousand miles for two cents, and, if it is written
on #1 open postal card, for ore cent.” Of cours: this
is intended to convey the idea that government re- -
duced the rates of postage which otherwise private
enterprise would have kept up. But tae truth is just
the opposite. Private enterprise compelled the gov-
ernmert to reduce rates which the government other-
wise would have kept up. The first great reduction
froin the government’s original 11tes to fivé cents was
forced upon the government, against its will and after
& severe struggle, by the private mail operated by Ly-
sander Spoorer. Elaborate and detailed proof of this
assertion may be found in the pamphlet, < Whe Caused
the Reduction of Postage?” advertised among the
Spooner pamphlets in another column. Evidently the
State Socialists find it necessary to falsify in order to
establish the superiority of governmental administra-
tion to private ent«erpnse.
PERE ;

In answer to my paragraph in No. 103 E. C Wa&er
writes in “Lucifer” as follows: “Itis to be presumed,
judging by the way he argues concerning our case,
that, if Mr. Tucker should be arrested on the charge
of having sold a man, a pap:r without paying a stamp
tax upon it, he would not plead that such act was not
illegal, for that would be a plea that it was legal, and
he could not make that horrible averment because, for-
sooth, he is an Anarchist!” A very unwarrantable
presumpuion! If I simply desired to get out of the
State’s clutches as speedily and safely as possible, and
the plea of legality seemed the easiest: way to that end,
I should make it. But I should not proclaim or
imagine that in doing so I had established my liberty
to sell « paper untaxed, but should hold that, unless I
explained at the first opportunity that my action was
a makeshift of the moment, I had done what I could
to establish the claim that I am not entitled to sell
papers except under conditions imposed by the iaw.
And this would be doubly the case if my plea of legal-
ity were made in good faith, not as a makeshlft but
avowedly as an exemplification of my ideas, and in-.
volved a tacit acceptance by me of certain arbitrary
privileges and obligations, justified intrinsically by no
true principle, but granted to and laid upon all legal
newsdealers by the State, incInding among these privi-
leges aad obligations not only those now existing, but
whatever new ones the State in its good pleasure might
create in relation to that special business. Now, that
is exactly what Mr. Walker did in making his plea of
legal marriage as a vindication of Anarchism in sexual
relations. If he made it in good faith (and he de-
clares that he did), he not only acknowledged statute
law as superior to individual liberty, but he entered
into a tacit compact with the State to observe all the
obligations which it now lays, or may hereafter lay, up-
on legal husbands. This was the consideration upon
the strength of which I accused him of abandoning
Anarchistic ground, and this is the consideration.
which he never discusses in irying to refute my accu-
sation. I hope not to te compelled to devote space
again to a repetition of this point.







