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‘Whole No. 104.

W Eop always it thine cyes, O Libe riy !
Shines tiat liwh light whereby the world is saved ;
AAnd though thow stay us, we will trust in thee.”
Joux Hay.

On Picket Duty.

The “Standard” suotes approvingly the Ocala
“Bauners” remark that “the way to defeat Henry
George is to answer his arguments.” Nevertheless, it
is a policy which. the “Standard’s” editor studiously
avoids in dealing with his own opponents.

Let no reader skip the exquisite piece of satire, by
a Socialist upon a type of Socialist unfortunately too
frequently met, which is reprinted in another eolumn
from the London “Today.” No one familiar with the
keen and witty style of G. Bernard Shaw will be de-
ceived as to the paternity of the article by its anagram-
matic signature.

‘The New Haven * Workmen’s Advocate " has just dis-
covered « Professor Ely's Fall.” If it had had Liberty's
sharp eyes, it would have seen that l'e never rose, ex-
cept in the estimation of the easily cajoled and the un-
thinking.  As long ago as 1583, when Ely’s first book
appeared, Liberty pronounced and proved the author
charlatan.  Such repntation as he enjoys he ove
largely to the stupidity of short-sizhted Socialists who,
caught by his hypocritical professions of impartiality,
put bim forward almost as an apostle and who are just
beginning to veaiize that they have been viciimized.

Libertv recer.uly noted the revolution in the oftice of
the Detroit “ Advance and Labor Leaf” by which the
editorial management of that paper passed from the
handa of John R. Burton into those of Captain J. M.
McGregor, under whose administration it has been an
organ of the Henry George doetrine. It now takes
pleasure in noting a second revolution, by which Cap-
tain McGregor confines himself to the business man-
agement and is succeeded in the editorial chair by
Comrade Joe Labadie. There is a stock company, to
Le sure, to keep Labadie in order, but, rampant Anar-
chist that he is, he has a wil! of his own, and where
there’s a will there’s a way. With his Anarchistic
views, independent mind, and power of vigorous ex-
pression, he is sure to make the editorial colutans of
the “ Advanca " a treasury of wit, %01:1, and virility.

In the Boston «Investigator” receiitly an article ap-
peared over the familiar initials, «E. B. F.,” rebuking
the editor for one of his characteristically equivocal
comments upon the Comstock law, and reminding him
that laws are made, not by the people, but by political
bosses who so manipulate political machinery that
they induce the people to go through the farce of vot-

- ing them into office, after which they legislate at the

bidding of those who offer the most “boedle.” The
fossil who sits in the editorial chair made a solemn ef-
fort to refute this position, and then unwittingly en-
dorsed it hin: - “ {n the same issve by printing without
comment, upon the editorial page in editoriaf type, a
long extract from Herlert Spencer concluding as fol-

lows: “Here [in America] it seems to me that ‘the |

sovereign people’ is fast becoming a puppet which
moves and speaks #s wirespullers determine.”

- Henry George, in his enthusiasm for texation, goes
so far as to defend the right of the, taxing power to
‘at any time impose taxes 5o high as to destroy the
valve of any kind of property,” and rests his assertion
on the statement of Chief ‘

ce Marshall that “the

power to tax invclves the power to destroy.” Which
remark is as true as it i; brutal, but it takes for
granted the power to tax. Its author is the same John
Marshall of whom Lysander Spooner said that he
“would have been a great jurist, if the two funda-
mental propositions on which all his legal, political,
and constitutional ideas were based had been true,”
these propositions being, “first, that government has
all power, and, secondly, that the people have no
rights,” and the rightfulness of taxation is one of those
false assumptions in the use of which Mr. Spooner de-
clared him an adept. As far as liberty-loving people
are concerned, Mr. George might as well try to justity
his scheme by citing the authority of the Czar of Rtus-
ia as by citing that of John Marshall.

I would never have believed that the local column
of a newspaper published in a village of no special in-
terest to me couid have been made to command my at-
tention, but somehow or other Editor Pinney of the
Winsted “Press,” with whom I recently conducted a
lively tilt, contrives to dish np the daily doings of his
little borough in a style which I cannot resist. "Thus it
happens that my eye lit, in a recent. number, upon a pa-

; ragraph reading as follows: “We call attention to the
¢ warning of the special town meeting for Monday r. M.

next. It will bear particular scrutiny. We are not
prophets; but if the construetion put upon this docu-
ment by people skilled in the interpretation of legal
points is correct, we predict that the meeting of Mon-
day, whatever its issue, will be followed by another
meeting, in order to make things right all around.”
"Tis ever thus, my friend, in affairs of State,—in the
running of that clumsy mechanism which, thongh you
buffet and maul it so vigorously, you think indispens-
able to humai welfare as soon as an Anarchist simi-
larly smites it.

“John Swinton’s Paper” is publishing a series of
articles entitled : “ Wage-Slavery as Viewed by 2 Wage-
Slave.” They are writter by A. S. Leitch of St. Louis.
In the seventh of the series lie says: “The ‘free money’
theory here becomes ridiculous. If every shoemaker
could run a little cobbler’s shop independent of every
other fellow-workman, and other trades the same, then
the ¢every-one-his-own-banker’ theory might be carried
out; il two or ten thousand are to combine in a co-
operative manufactory, using all the modern labor-
saving machines applicable to the trade, then the
mediam of exchange, money, must be based upon the
same codperative principle.” This shot flies very wide
the mark. T Lave yet to meet the advocate of free
money who 1nsists that every one shall be his own
banker or who objects to the issue of money by coope-
ration. If Mr. Leitch has ever met such a person and
will tell me how to reach him, I, as an advocate of free
money, will endeavor to show him the error of his
ways. What the friends of frez money are fighting
for is the right both of individuals and of cosperators to
issue money when and as they choose, and what tey
are fighting against is the laws which in auy way
make it impossible for either individuals » coipe-
rators to exercise this right. This, d nothing else,
is the free money theory, and he . o says that it
“here becomes ridiculous " becomes ridiculons himself,

Henry George was recently veminded in these
columns that his own logic would compel him to lay a
tax, not only on land values, but on all values growing
out of increase of population, and newspaper properties

were cited in illustration. A correspondent of the
“Standard” has made the same criticism, iustancing,
instead of a newspaper, “Crusoe’s boat which rose in
value when a ship appeared on the horizon.” To this
correspondent Mr. George makes answer that, while
Crusoe’s boat might have acquired a value when other
people came, “because value is a factor of trading,
and, when there is no one to trade with, there can be
no value,” yet “it by no means follows that growth of
population increases the value of labor products, for a
population of fifty will give as much value te a desir-
able product as & population of a million.” Iam ready
to admit this of any article which can be readily pro-
duced by any and all who choose to produce it. But,
as Mr. George says, it is not true of land, and it is as
emphatically not true of every article in great demand
which can be produced, in approximately equal quality
and with approximately equal expense, by only one or
a few persons. There are many such articles, and one
of them is a popular newspaper. Such articles are of
small value where there are few people and of immense
value where there are many. This extra value is un-
earned increment, and ought to be taxed out uf the
individual’s hands into those of the community if any
unearned increment ought to be. Come, Mr. George,
be honest! Le: us see whither your doctrine wiil
lead us.

Cart and horse are all one to Henry George. ie
puts eithes first to suit his fancy or the turn his ques-
tioner may take, and, no matter which he places in the
lead, he “gets there all the same” —on paper. When
he is asked how taxation of lund values will abolish
poverty, he answers that the rush of wage-laborers to the
land will zeduce the supply of labor and send wages up.
Then, when somebody else asks him how wage-labor-
ers will be able to rush to the land without money to
take them there und capital to work the land after-
wards, he answers that wages will then be so high that
the laborer will scon be able to save up money enough
to start with. Sometimes, indeed, as if dimly perceiv-
ing the presence of some inconsistency lurking between
these two propositions, he volunteers an additional
suggestion that, after the lapse of a generation, he will
be a phenomenally unfortunate young man who shall
have no relatives or friends to help him start upon the
land.  But we are left as much in the dark as ever
about the method by which these relatives or iriends,
during the generation which must elapse before the
young men get to the land, are to save up anything to
give these young men a start, in the abseuce of that
increase of wages which can only come as a couse-
quence of the young men having gone to the land.
Mr. George, however, has still ancther resouree in re-
serve, and, when forced to it, he trots it out, — namely,
that. there being all grades between the rich and the
very pooi, those having enough to start themselves up-
on the land would do so, and the akbijectly poor, no
longer having them for competitors, weald get higher

Jwages.  Of course one might ask why these diminutive

capitalists, who even now can go to the land if they
choose, since there is plenty to be had for but little
more than the askirg, refrain nevertheless from at
once relieving an overstocked labor market; but it
would do no gond.  You see, you can't stomp Henry
(George. He always comes up blandly smiling. He
kncws he has a ready tongue nnd a facile pen, and om
these he relies to carry him safely throngh ‘the mazes
of unreascn. :







