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“ For always in thine eyes, O Liberty!
Shines that kigh light wheveby the world is saved ;
And though thou slay us, we wnu trust in thee.”
Joux Hay.

On Picket Duty.

Tn the next number of Liberty will begin the serial
publication of a new essay by Dyer D. Lum, entitled:
«Eighteen Christian Centuries: or, The Evolution of
the Gospel of Anarchy. An Essay on the Meaning of
History.” It will prove a most valuable contribution
to the literature of the Anarchistic movement.

« Freiheit,” the organ of the firebugs, says that no
workiagman should ever be seen with a copy of Liberty
in his hand. Does the workingman who is translating
out of Liberty for « Freiheit” Sophie Kropotkine's in-
teresting novelette, “The Wife of Number 4,237,” shut
himself up in a closet with his dictionary, or does he
hire some bourgeois to hold the paper for him?

Instead of meeting my charges, “Freiheit” contin-
ues to discuss my motives. First it was jealousy that
prompted me; now, it seems, it was greed. Accord-
ing to “Freiheit,” I was after gold, and so offered to
sell my story to the New York papers. This is an ab-
solute lie. I never offered to sell the story anywhere,

d & cent for it, nevey, shall receive a cent

actually out of pocket in consequence

of having come into possession of the facts about the
firebugs. ®

The fact that Liberty is obliged to give short instal-
ments of “The Wiie of Number 4,237” is a very awk-
ward one for “Freiheit,” which s publishing a Ger-
man translation of the same from these columns. As
“Freiheit” appears waekly, the &tory does not advance
rapidly enough to keep it supplied. When thus forced
%0 owit it, the editor inserts a paragraph saying that,
“owing to press of matter,” the usual instalment of So-
phie Kropotkine’s novelette is left out of the current
number. 'This is one of the minor lies that Most does
net scruple to tell. “Freiheit” is not only a firebug
organ, but a humbug organ,

Tchernyshewsky’s wonderful novel, “ What's To Be
Done?” is concluded in the present issue, and will ap-
pear a few weeks hence as a large and handsome vol-
ume at a very moderate price. This romance occupies
a unique place in literature. It is written with a sim-
plicity and: elevation of tone never attained, in my
judgment, by any other writer of fiction. To the youth
of Russia of both sex n an ever-flowing
fount of inspiration for more than twenty years, and
mainly to its influence is their present progressive
spirit to be attributed. “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” itself
was not more potent in moulding public opinion. It
has been translated into many European languages,
but never before into English. I look for great re-
sults from its circalation in this country.

“The Credit Foncier of Sinaloa” issues a calendar
every month to its subscribers, in which, opposite
each day of the month, appears a quotation from some
repnsenuhve author. On Sunday, May 30, 1886, the
readers o. that paper, which “asks for duty and not
for liberty,’ and “for State responsibility for every
person at 31l times and in waryplm"are invited to
reflect w.pon the following remark of that emineift

L Anarcsist, Ralph Waldo Emerson : “The less govern-

mer.. we have, the botter-fm fewer laws and the less
cunfided power. The antidote to this abuse of formal

government is the influence of private chamcber, the
growth of the Individual.” The devil may be able to
quote scripture to his purpose, but the authoritarian
who attempts to qnote Emerson is pretty sure to do so
to his discumfiture.

Miss Rose Cleveland is seid to have delivered her-
sc\f of the following: “I approve of evening dress
which shows the neck and arms. I do not approve of
any dress which shows the bust. Between the neck
and the bust there is a iine always to be drawn, and it
is as clear to the most frivolous society woman as to
the anatomist.” ‘This attempt on the part of the
«firgt lady of the land” to draw the line where mod-
esty ends and immodesty begins is perhaps even less
excusable than that of her brother, in his message to
congress regarding Mormonism, to draw the line be-
tween marital virtue and vice. The president can at
least claim to speak from experience. It was amply
proven before his election that he is only a de jure
bachelor, while the public have no evidence that his
sister is not a de facto maiden. It certainly is to be
hoped that no woman not a superannuated virgin
would ever have given evidence of the prudish lunacy
betrayed in the remarks attributed to Miss Cleveland.

The Time Has Come to Choose.
E. C. Walker, by way of comment on Liberty’s exposure of
the firebugs, writes in *“ Lucifer ' as follows:

It is none too soon that the warning has been sounded.

Whole No. 80,

alists on the one hand, and the paternal Socialists, the self-
styled ¢ Anarchistic-Communists,” on the other. This is the
crisis hour ; how will you choose ?

Another Brave Man Stands Up.

John Shrum, Secretary of Scammonville Group, L. W.P. A.:
Drar CoMRADE, — I have read over carefally Tucker’s ar-
ticle in Liberty of Mareh 27, and I cannot find anything in it
to warrant your asgertion that he condemns the whole Inter-
national for the acts he denounces so bravely and fearlessly.
He certainly blames John Most. He says that Most knew of
the acts of those men; and when asked by Justus Schwab to
gever his connection with them, Most refused, and now de-
nounces Schwab in his * Freiheit,” although Schwab is well
known t~ be a good man. He (Tucker) certainly denounces,
as he has always denounced, the doctrizes of the Communists
who call themselves Anarchists, and denies their right, as he
has always done, to the title of Anarchist. He is, and has
always been, right in this, as no Communist can claim to be
an Anarchist. The two are as opposite as the poles, Commun-
ism being the very perfection of collective despotism, while
Anarchism is the very perfection of Individual Liberty.

If the Communists are really desirous of realizing their
doctrines, they have ample opporturity to do so in the pre-
sent State. The United States government is getting ready
to own the railroads and the telegrapbs, and if Parsons and
all the other Communists only throw themselves into the
work with a will, it is a question of but a very short time
when the United States will own the mines and factories, as
well as all the other industries of the country; with Parsous
and other leaders as the distributing officers of the Great
American Commune. It is all bosh for the Communists to
shout for the destruction of the present system, when it is
drifting as fast as it can to a Communism only = little less

For a long time I have been satistied that the revol

were determined to precipitate a conflict upon us, but I was
not prepared for the revelation of depravity which Mr. Tucker
mnakes; and yet I ought not to be surprised, for men who will
deliberately invoke the arbitrament of the sword and torch
and bomb Lefore they huve made an attempt to establish a
better order of things through peaceful agencies are men with
whom human right and human lives count for little. Bad as
is our existing system, it i8 perfection compared with the iron
despotism which these men seek to establish. While fiercely
denouncing the tyrannies of our present government, they
know, many of them, nothing wh of 1 rights and
individual liberty. They aim to destroy one tax-gathering
machine simply that they may set up another in its place.
These may seem harsh words for one reformer to use regard-
ing others, but they need to be said. I know personally very
many of these men, and I can cheerfully bear witness to their
personal probity and intense desire to destroy the wrong and
1ift up the right; but I have never been able to disguise from
myself the fact that they have no clear conceptions of the un-
derlying causes of the evils against which they contend, and
the further fact that their sole proposed remedy is in blood-
letting. They are not able to tell us how the wholesale slaugh-
ter of the laboring men of the nations is goiug to cstablish
equitable principles in economic and social life, and the so-
ciety which they propose to establish in place of the old is to
be based upon the principle that the individual is nothing and
the society everything. They would have us wade through
our brothers’ blood from the bad to the almest infinitely
worse. They intend no such result as this, but from the

sown dragon’s teeth of violence and p 1 dination

1 ic than that of the shrieking Communists themselves.
Parsons said at S ville last that any man
brave enough to desire to work ide of the C:
groups, after the Revolution, would soon be compelled by os-
tracism and the freezing-out process to attach himself to some
group, no matter what his opinions were, or how uncongenial
to him those with whom he had to associate. If this would
not be the perfection of Tyranny, I want to know what is.
To what a dead level of medincrity this would reduce men,
were such tyranny possible! But, thank Progress, this can
never be possible among men who have the least conceptior.
of Liberty, Tucker is right when he calls upon the Anar-
chistic press everywhere to denounce the crimes he exposes
in his paper. ‘‘Ie who is not against their crimes is for
them.” The cause of true revolution cannot be for ded by
hiding such atrocities, or associating with their perpetrators.
If any members of the International believe in such acis,
and call them revolutionary, then honest revolutionists can
have no aftiliation with them, and a revolt brought about by
themn would not be a benefit, but a curse, —a r.eign of plunder
and murder, like the reign of Robespierre and other demons
of the French Terror, — resulting in di h ds of in-
nocent people to the scaffold and.the prison:--An able, true
Anarchist said once:
tion.” The Communists of Chicago who call themselves An-
archists have not correct ideas; the revolutionists of Denver,
who do not know whether they are Anarchist, Socialist, or
Communist, but believe thev are a mixture of all three, ure
as far from correct as the Chicago fcllows; and the Socialists
of San Francisco, who are now busy fighting the poor, harm-

shall spring only the terrible growths of hatred, murder, and
most horrible despotisms.
Anarchism stands for the rights of the individual man as
gainst the hip of any State, nation, com-
mune, or other collectivity. Tt defends the right of individ-
ual initiative, of personal choice in every department and
activity of life. Anarchists can not and will not defend or
logize for ‘' 4 criminals who use it as a rallying word to
cnll their followers to the field of rapine and carnage. We
will not be held morally responsible for the crimes of those
men, for we have ever exposed the fallacy of their principles,
and denounced their methods as in every way reprehensible.
Frloudn of peace, of oomtmtkm, of liberty, of personal
Ives alike from the government-

ow P y

less Chi badly need the light of Tucker’s Liberty to
dispel their gloom.

Revolutionists who desire correct ideas, and are honest in
their desire for a state of society founded on Justice, should
read Liberty, the only paper in America that advoecases the
complete emancipation of Labor (the ¢ Aiarm g0 the con-
trary notwithstanding), the only paper that advecates the
abolition of all government of man by man,—perfect Indi-
vidual Sovereignty, — peaceful, harnonious, pure, unadulte~
rated Anarchy. Yours for truth,

Jorx McLAvGRuiN.
CovumBus, KANsas, APRIL 14, 1886,

[Haven't you forgotten « Luecifer,” Friend Mclaughs
lin?—Epitor Liserty.]

“Correct ideas precede successfal acs "






