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“ For always in thire eyes, O Liberty!
Shines that high light whereby the world is saved ;
And though thou slay us, we will trust in thee.”
JouN HAy.

The Beast of Communism.

Henri Rochefort is reported to have said to an inter-
viewer the other day: “Anarchists are merely crimi-
nals. They are robbers. They want no government
whatever, so that, when they meet you on the street,
they can knock you down and rob you.” This infa-
mous and libelous charge is a very sweeping one; I
only wish that I could honestly meet it with as sweep-
ing a denial. And I can, if I restrict the word Anar-
chist as it always has been restricted in these columns,
and as it ought to be restricted everywhere and always.
Confining the word Anarchist so as to include none but
those who deny all external authority over the individ-
ual, whether that of the present State or that of some
industrial collectivity or commune which the future
may produce, I can look Henri Rochefort in the face
and say: “You lie!” For of all these men I do not
recall even one who, in uny ordinary sense of the term,
can be justly styled a robber.

But unfortunately, in the minds of the people at
large, this word Anarchist is not yet thus restricted
in meaning. This is due principally to the fact that
within a few years the word has been usurped, in the
face of all logic and consistency, by a party of Commu-
uists who believe in n tyranny worse than any that now
exists, who deny to the laborer the individual posses-
sion of his product, and who preach to their followers
the following doctrine: “Private property is your en-
emy; it is the beast that is devouring you; all wealth
Lzlongs to everybody; take it wherever you can find
it; have no scruples about the means of taking it; use
dynamite, the dagger, or the torch to take it; kill in-
nocent people to take it; but, at all events, take it.”
This is the doctrine which they call Anarchy, and this
policy they dignify with the name of “propagandism
by deed.”

Weli, it has borne fruit with most herrible fecundity.
To be sure, it has gained a large mass of adherents,
especially in the Western cities, who are well-meaning
men and women, not yet become base enough to prac-
tise the theories which they profess t. have adopted.
But ‘it has also developed, and among its immediate
and foremost supporters, a gang of criminals whose
deeds for the past two years rival in “pure cussedness”
any to be found in the history of crime. Were it not,
therefore, that I have first, last, and always repudiated
these pseudo-Anarchists and their theorivs, I should
hang my head in shame before Rochefort’s charge at
having to confess that too many of them are not only
robbers, but incendiaries and murderers, But, know-
ing as I do that no real Anarchist has any part or lot
in these infamies, T do not confess the facts with shame,
but reiterate them with righteous wrath and indigna-

tion, in the interest of my cause, for the protection of
its friends, and to save the iives and possessions of any
more weak and innocent persons froin being wantonly
destroyed or stolen by cold-blooded villains parading
in the mask of reform.

Yes, the time has come to speak. It is even well-
nigh too late. Within the past fortnight a young
mother and her baby boy have been burned to death
under circumstances which suggest to me the possibil-
ity that, had I' made this statement sooner, their "ives
would have been saved; and, as I now write these ines,
I fairly shudder at the thought that they may not reach
the public and the interested parties before some new

| holocaust has added to the number of those who have

already fallen victims. Others who know the facts,
well-meaning editors of leading journals of so-called
Communistic Anarchism, may, from a sense of mis-
taken party fealty, bear longer the fearful responsibil-
ity of silence, if they will; for one, I will not, cannot.
I will ¢ake the other responsibility of exposure, which
responsibility I personally and entirely assume, al-
though the step is taken after conference upon its
wisdom with some of the most trusted and active
Anarchists in America.

Now, then, the facts. And they are facts, though I
state them generally, withont names, dates, or datails.

The main fact is this,—that for nearly two years a
large number of the most active members of the Ger-
man Group of the International Working People’s
Association in New York City, and of the Social Revo-
lutionary Club, another German organization in that
city, have been persistently engaged in getting money
by insuring their property for amounts far in excess
of the roal value thereof, secretly removing everything
that they could, setting fire to the premises, swearing
to heavy losses, and exacting correspending sams from
the insurance companies. Explosion of kerosene lamps
is usually the device which they employ. Sowme seven
or eight fires, at least, of this sort were set in New
York and Brooklyn in 1884 by members of the gang,
netting the beneficiaries an aggregate profit of thou-
sands of dollars. In 188C nearly twenty more were set,
with equally profitable resuits. The record for 1886
has reached six already, if not more. The business
has been carried on with the most astonishing auda-
city. One of these men had his premises insured, fired
them, and presented his bill of loss to the company
within twenty-four hours after getting his policy, and
before the agent had reported the policy to the com-
pany. The bill was paid, and a few months later the
same fellow, under another name, played the game
over again, though not quite so speedily. In one of
the fires set in 1885 a woman and two children were
burned to death. The two guilty parties in this case
were members of the Bohemian Group and are now
serving life sentences in prison. Another of the fires
was otarted in a six-story tenement house, endangering

the lives of hundreds, but fortunately injuring no one
but the incendiary. In one case in 1886 the firemen
have saved two women whom they found clinging
to their bed-posts in a half-suffocated condition. In
another a man, woman, and baby lost their lives.
Three members of the gang are now in jail awaiting
trial for murdering and robbing an old woman in
Jersey City. Two others are in jail under heavy bail
and awaiting trial for carrying concealed weapons and
assaulting an officer. They were walking arsenals, and
were found under circumstances which lead to the
suspicion: that they were about to perpetrate a robbery,
if not a murder.

The profits accruing from this “propagandism by
deed” are not even used for the benefit of the move-
ment to which the criminals belong, but go to fill their
own empty pockets, and are often spent in reckless,
riotous living. The guilty parties are growing holer
and bolder, and, anticipating detection ultimately, a
dozen or o of them h~ve agreed to comnait perjury in
order to involve the innocent as accomplices in thei
crimes. Tt is their buesk dhat  the aseieX§
shall all go to the gallows together.

1t is only fair to John Most, editor of the “Freiheit,” -
to say that e had nothing to do with originating the
plots of these criminals and for a long time was una-
ware of what was going on; byt it is none the less
true that, after he was made aware of these acts, he
not only refused to repudiate them, but persisted in
retaining as his right-hand men some of the worst of
the gang. The facts have been coming to light one
by one for sorz time, and the knowledge of them has
been a torture to all decent men who have had any
connection with the Communists.” Justus Schwab,
who is an exceptionally honest man, sickened long
ago. He abandoned the b gement of the
“Freiheit,” summarily ejected all the criminals from
his saloon with a warning not to visit it aguin, and
served notice on his friend Most that he (Most) must
entirely sever his connection with the villains or he
(Schwab) would sever his connection with him. Thus
called upon to choose, Most elected to lose Schwab snu
keep the criminals as his lieutznsnts. Perhaps he was
too dependent on them to do otherwise. Now Schwab
is posted in the “Freiheit” as a man with whom no
Socialists should have anything to do. An erroneous
conception of party duty has kept Schwab quiet so far
8 the public are concerned. I trust he will realize ere
long that he cannot truly serve his party in any such
way. It is high time that he threw off this yoke of
party loyalty and spoke out like a man. -
One of the most astonishing features of this abomi-
nable business has been the blindness of the police,
the press, and the insurance companies. Although in
a number of cases the criminals have been Jdetected
and arrested, the fact thet these men all belong to one
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