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* For always in thine eyes, O Liberty!
Shines that high light whereby the sworld is saved ;
And though thou slay us, we will trust in ¢,
Jony Hav.

On Picket Duty.

In this number of Liberty begins a trae story of
Siberian exile by Stepniak, the celebrated Nihilist
and author of the work on * Underground Rassia.”
The character and adventures of the heroine furnish
forcible illustration of how true a forecast of reality
was Tchernychewsky's romance. “ A Female Nihil-
ist™ will run through two more numbers and then
appear in pamphlet form.

And still another! The Lansing ‘ Seutinel” has
set apart several columns of' its first page as a labor
department under the editorial charge of Joseph A.
Labadie, who is appointed for the purpose by the
organized workmen of Lansing. His opening utter-
ances have no uncertain sound. He starts with the
assertion that “the goal of human civilization is
philosophieal anarchy,” and I copy in acuther column
oue of his pithy paragraphs, which shows that he
knows what Anarchy mears. When Liberty was
started, Mr. Labadie was one of the foremost men
among the State Socialists, — secretary, I believe, of
their national organization. Liberty suggested cer-
tain doubts to his mind, which he was so bold as o
express in a letter to this paper which appeared in
the issue of June Y, 1883, For this shiow of honest
independence the State Socialists excommunicated
him. Since then he has been steadily advancing, his
doubts have ripened into certainties, and now he takes
definite place in the Anarchistic movement, [ give
him most enthusiastic welcome, knowing the value
of his ability and earnestness to whatever cause
enlists them.

Fred. May Holland of Concord, Mussachusetts,
sends me copies of his petitions for church taxation
and the repeal of laws discrediting the testimony of
atheists, and asks me to say a word in their favor in
Liberty. In answer I have sent him the following
note, which, as it explains my position on these
points, wiil not be out of place here: * With the

* gpirit of your opposition to sectarianism I am very
much in sympathy, but to the forms which you give
‘i, I cannot contribute the support that I should like.

1 think it would be wrong to tax chnrches. because
I think it is wrong to tax anything or anybody. My
work is to lift taxes, not to levy them. Concerning
the testimony of atheists, I find myself nearerto you,
and still not ardently interested, because to decline to
accept the testimony of atheists seems to me a trivial
wrong beside that of compelling others than atheists
to give their tesiimony. When all public burdens
shall be voluntarily borae, I shall hope to see the
churches contribute their share during the brief period
destined to elapse between thst time and their defini-
tive disappearance ; and during the somewhat longer
period that may precede the disappearance of all
necessity for conrts, I do not think that one of them,
having lost the power to extort testimony, would ever
think of exerting that of rejecting testimony on sec-
tarian grounds. I am with you for Eqnality, but know
aone worth the having except that which follows in
Liberty's train.”

EOSTON, MASS., SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1884,

“To-Day,” the monthly magazine of the English
State Socialists, now having seventy-six pages and
selling for a shilling, will be redaced in January to
forty-eight pages and will therefure be sold for three-
pence.

Apropos of ’ my recent assertion that I had “no
leisure for such gentle anid amusing sport™ as attack-
ing the Liberal League, the « ‘Truth Secker” remarks
that I might at least find time to answer some ques-
tions that its editor recently asked me regarding the
constructive side of Anarchy. [ fully intended to
answer these questions, but, when I sat down to do
so, I discovered that I had mislaid the paper con-
taining them. Since then I have written to the
“Truth Seeker " for another copy, with which it has
not yet seen fit to favor me. When it shall, I will
endeavor to satisty its editor’s laudable desire to
know more about Anarchy. For such work Liberty
ulways has time.

Charles T. Fowler of Kansas City, one of the most
level-headed reformers in the country, has been quiet
for a time, but evidently not idle. He now again

joins publicly in the work by reviving his journal,

“ The Sun,” as a bi-monthly pamphlet, exch number
of which will constitute an elaberate essay in itself.
The first number treats of “ Co-operation: Its Laws
and Principles,” and is one of the most admirable
statements that 1 have seen in a long time. The
second number will explain how the principles of
co-operation may be put in practice through the
bank, the store, and the factory. Meanwhile a sup-
plementary number is to appear, treating of prohi-
bition in the light of Anarchy. [ cannot commend
Mr. Fowler’s project too highly. Help him in it by
sending one dollar to “ The Sun, Kansas City, Mis-
souri,” for a year's sabscription.

« Edgeworth's " criticism of * X ™ in another column
hints that the latter’s opposition to segregated reform-
atory efforts proceeds partly from a bias generated by
residence in Boston. This is probably a mistake. In
the first place, * X" doesn't live in Bostor. and seldom
visits it; and in the second place, if he agrees with
me, he has no exaggerated opinion of Boston purity
and morality, but rather regards both at a very low
ehb, whether considered relatively or absolutely. But
he knows the value and vast power of the agencies
that have developed from social life on a large scale,
and, instead of throwing them away, wishes, by in-
fusing them with the spirit and practiee of Liberty, to
utilize them in the service of Equity. Yor one thing,
he would not adopt “ Edgeworth’s ” singular device
for escaping taxation by abstaining from the con-
sumption of taxed goods. That would indeed be a
leap from the frying-pan into the fire, and the inaugu-
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The Manifest Tendency.
To the Editor of Liberty :

The manifest tendency in our politico-social life is in the di-
rection of centralization, not merely # centralization which
subordinates the State to the Nation, but one which subordi-
nates the individual to the collective power, whether of' the
Nation, the State, or the Municipality. Our people acquiesce
in the most outrag wrongs itted th Ives
with scarcely a murmur. ‘They seem tc have lost all percep-
tion of their rights. ILet a acheme be proposed for the turther
limitation of the liberties of some class, sect, or society, and if
they do not happen to approve of the peculiar views or mode
of life of said class, sect, or society, they at once fall in with
the scheme and give it the jon of their infl and
votes. It is useless to argue with them, to tell them that they
have no business to attempt to enforce their notions npon those
who do not accept them as true and just; all that they will
stop to consider is that these peopie do not act as they, the
censors, think to be right, and so they must be compelled to
conform to their idea of what is just and proper. Or, asked to
do something to help some poor unfortunate who has incurred
the wrath and been made to feel the vengeance of * the pow-
ers that be,” they will first inquire whether it be really true
that he has violated the law, and if satisfied that he has, you
cannot get them to lift a finger in his behalf, no matter how
unjust is the law of which he is the victim. It is enough ior
them to know that their god, the majority, has been blas-
pbemed. They, * Liberals” too, strenuously argue that the
law must be obeyed under all circumstances, no matter how
directly it may coacravene the principles of justice and liberty-

Year by year they paticutly submit to the grossest inva-
sions of their rights ; year by year the policeman and the tax-
gatherer become more ofiicions and more exacting; year by
year is the domain narrowed which they can call their own;
and year by year do the State and the City extend their
boundaries and strengthen their power. And this is done by
the votes of those who are to play the part of serf in the new
order, whatever it may happen to be. They vote away their
rights under the delusion that they are thereby imcreasing
their chances of material prosperity, advancing the cause of
morality, or gaining additional security for the few rights
which they have not yet surrendered to the government. A
good many of them do kick quite vigorously against sumptu-
ary legislation, but with the great majority of these it is more
a question of personil grievance than it is of intelligent com-
prehension of their rights and of the sacredness of individual
initiative. Vast numbers of them are just as ready to vote for
a medical law, or a * tariff for protection,” or to exact a license
fee from an agent or peddler, or to vote a subsidy from the
city treasury in aid of this, that, or the other enterprise, or to
vote for compulsory education, as though they had not just
been sheuting themselves hoarse in behalf of * personal lib-
erty."”

And 5o it goes all around the circle; but very few men who
claim to be Freethinkers and reformers are clear and consist-
en® in their demands. Most of them can see tyranny in one
place while they are as blind as bats to its prescnce every-
where else.  They are completely at sea in their ideas regard-
ing the rights of man. They have inherited so much from
the repressive institutions and usages of the past that it is only
by chance that they now and then stumble on to a correct
proposition, and then only to contradict it in the next breath

by the ch ionship of some ty ical or other,
Most of them have some pet sch for the reg ion of
Hi ity which they are sure, if' they can only get it enacted

ration of a policy that, if istently lied by
Anarchists, would lead them to suicide as the only
method of avoiding all complicity with the social
evils of our day. No; “X" would have people
manufacture, sell, and consume such goods in still
larger quantities, and decline to pay any taxes for
exercising this natural right. The power to do this,
which is destined to result from the organization of
credit, will be acquired at best only by a long pro-
cess,— certainly by an endless one (or perhaps |
should say a beginningless one) if Anarchists were
to follow « Edgeworth * to the wouds.

into a law, will make everything lovely. ‘Law™is the end-
all and be-all,

The ” are g lly more it i no thread
of moral light relieves the blackness of the blanket ot legal-
ity which they would spread over us. On gula days they
crack the welkin with their uproarivus approbation of the say-
ings and doings of the * Fathers,” and on election day they
tramp to the polls and cast their ballots for a lot of amatear
derpots whom thiey know will be sure to deny in their legisia-
tion every just principle for which the rebels of 'i6 tought.

No wonder that * X " despairs of pulling them out of the wmud
i before they shall have pulled us in with them.
| E.

WaLKER.







