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% For always in thine eyes, O Liberty!
Shines that high light whereby tha world (s saved ;
And though thou slay us, we will trust in thes.”
Joun Hay.

On Pickat Duty.

One of the oldest Land Reformers living writes o
Liberty, paradoxically but truly, that * Henry Gsorge
could not have done great good if he had not been &
great humbug.” ’

“ Wers it left to me,” said Thomas Jefferson, “te
decide whether we should have a government, with-
out newspapers or newspupers without a government,
¥ should not hesitate a moment “ to prefer the latter.”
Jefforson came very near appraising government at
its true valve.

The lasters of Lewiston, Me , had the audacity to
preiest by strike against an additional robbery of 1
per cent., which their capitalistic proprietors proposed
tc commit last winter, and the law stepped in ard in-
dicted the strikers for unlawful assembly. Authority,
as usual, on the side of the thief, and the victim stu-

_ pidly voting to sustain authority when told to do so.

Liberty welcomes two more Anarchistic journals

to its excha ngo hat.-—one in Spanish, * Revista
ial,” st Madrid, the other in.
S n, “Budoticuost” published at 674 May

" Street, Chicago.  Unfortunately I am able to resd
neither of them. The motto of * Budoucnost™ is:
Zub za 2ub, oko 2a oks! 1 don’t know what that
rmians, but I presume “ them'’s my sentiments.”

«] took a splendid spear and killed a grezt many
wounded men with it; it went into their hearts like
lightning, and their blood flowed out on the sand.”
Only an extract from a letter of an officer of :the
Forty-Second. Regiment to a British service paper,
‘put it shows how Christian England wages war upon
people who worship the same gud but believe in
another prophet. It shows, aiso, how property col-
lects interest on bonds.

The Vanderbilts never have enjoyed ranch reputa-
tion for eloguence or wit, but they have clothed two
"of the principles of civilized cannibalism in terse sen-
tences which shall live in the memiories of the peo-
“« Bill,” said oid Commodore Vanderbilt to his
son William, years ago, * the men who take their
. seven per cent. interest will have all the money in
time.” William remembered this, and when his op-

{ ndensing the mle of his life intn a sen-

Pcron, of the Icaria Community in Corning,
Towna, writes as follows: “We consider Liberty the
vest English socialistic journal in ‘the United

es. The careful perusal of *Le Révolté) “Le
Drapeau Noir, ¢ L'Emeute,’ and Liberty has greatly
odified our views on ¢ the réle of the individual in
VSOcieay. aud as a consequence we have rejected our
Id-laws and regulaiions as one would reject worn-
“clothes, and have adopted among ourue!ves a

Tere 0 ore, if we understand 1L Iea*m
ned in aceordance with the rigid com-
Eﬁenne Cabet. " 1t. 18 pleasant
“and tell it; how infinitely it adds

on to see it bgawkfruih promptly. -

1f you are a woman suffragist, read * Edgeworth’s”
forcible letter to Emma Schumm, printed in another
column. It will show you what a bauble you are
fighting for. But why does “ Edgeworth ” advise the
people to wait until they are strong enough in num-
hers and then, once for all, use the ballot to abolish
the governmeut? Such a manifestation will be en-
tirely superfluous. Befors the Anarchists become a
ajority, they, as a large minority, will have crip-
pled and killed the government with a far more po-
tent weapon than the ballot. They will have starved
it to death by stopping its supplies. Taxes are the
food of despots, and States, no more than individuals,
caa live without their nourishment.

Illustrations of the misleading and deceptive in-
fluences of Herbert Spencer’s writings are numerous.
They can be found every day in the columns of jour-
nals generally intelligent, but misguided by sc-called
political economists. For instance, the Springfield
* Union ™ says: * Socialism, disguised under the name
of popular privileges, scores another advance in the
decision of tha Massachusetts supreme court that
persons injured by the fireworks of a city celebra-
tion cannot recover damages against the city. So
now it id> understood that an individual has no rights
that the community is bound to respect. The coming
slavery thmt Herbert Spencer predicted is already
here and fall grown.” O Socialism! Wha! crimes
of the mind are committed in thy name!

The march of what is called progress, starting
from Europe and breaking up several peaceable
nations en route, ull for the glory of God and the
elevation of humanity, has made neariy the compass
of the earth and produced some results. The bless-
ings of civilization and a horde of missionaries were
foisted upon the unobtrusive Japanese some years
ago, and the other day arrived in this country a
special embassy from Japan to examine the latest
American improvements in deadly weapons. The
highest civilization being that which employs the
most effective appliances for committing wholesale
murder, Ambrose Beirce remarks that * Japan is
now taking the lest step upward to the light, and on
the muster-roll of cultivated Christian nations her
name will soon be insuribed in as red blood as the
best of them ™

(Generzl Batler has been contributing to the vast
fund of misinformation zlready possessed by the sen-
ate labor commtittee, and making it more than ever
impossible for that body of statesmen to arrive at
any understanding of the things which it pretends
to be investigating. He told the senators that the
prosent suffering of the people was on account of
overproduction, because we have a year’s crop of
grain on hand and are within three months of anoth-
er crop. The General did not tell them how many
pecple there are in this country lacking flour to
make the deily bread which they vainly beseech an
impotent god to send them. He said nothing about
the ingenious contrivances which have brought
about under-consumption by obstructing distribution.
s it possible that General Butler really knows noth-
ing about these things? i

{am indebted > the Boston “ Post" for the follow-
ing: « Mr. B, R. Tucker’s * Liberty,’ which slept for a
time, has roused up again as cianky as ever. Tucker
is a good follow and a bright fellow. It is a pity he

should use his head for a football wheu rubber is so
cheap.” This is a maiked advance, both in wit end
courtesy, on the greeting which the “ Post™ gave
Liberty on its first appearance in 1881. It is appre-
ciated. The world moves so rapidly in these days
that even the stiff old “ Post,” which loves so dearly
to stay put, is forced to reluctautly hitch along a bit
once in.a while. Whenerer the strain becomes too
severe, I shall be happy to 1end it a little of my sepe-
fluous elasticity. Cheap as rubber undoubtedly is,
the ¢ Post” cannot afford to put any on its heels uatil
its old stock of lead is exhausted. The “ Post,” like
Liberty, is poor. Poverty is a penalty that has to be
paid alike by those too stupid to keep pace with the
times and those active enough to outstrip the tims:s.
Ta-ta, dear * Post,” ta-ta !

More sigaificant of impending disasier thar. all the
dynarite scaies, real or imaginary, is the ador:iog i
Frovidence by the city authoritics, May:»

their head, of periodical street drills of the mﬂma in
the evening. When the first dril! was held, the troops
were insulted by the citizens, as ihey shonld have
been. In cousecuence, before the second, Mayor
Doyle issued a proclamation warning citizens that
they “ raust not interfere with or obstruet in any man-

ner the movements of the soldiers, and ‘all specta-

tors or bystanders’are forbiddea *to abuse, molest, *
or strike any one wixn on parade or nnder arms.”
This shows that tae capitalists are beginning to reai-
ize the growing belief of the laborers in their right
to the products of their lzbor, and to tremble for the
possession of their spoils. What & farce are our so-
called “free institutions” which so oppress the in-
dustrious masses supporting them that they can only
keep these masses from rising in revolt by intimida-
tion and show of mere brate force! And what a
provocation is this menace to the hastening of the
bloody day, if bloody day there must be! Liberty
stamps the blame in advance.

Let no enthusiastic believer in small families arise
in his wrath against Proudhon’s terrific indictment of
the Malthusians, which appears in this issue. Proud-
hon was uot especially a believer in largo families.
This telling blow was aimed simply at the econcmists
wko foster in the minds of the masses the delusion
that they are poor because they are numerous, and
thus distract their attention’ from the ‘fact that they
are poor because they are robbed. Proudbon be-
lieved that the population question will settle itself
after the industrial question has been settled; that

the healthfal and moderate amount of labor wbmh

each person will then have to perform in order :o his.

maintenance will keep the passions in a healthy and

normal state, and prevent the immoderate excesses

in which the rich now seek a relief from ennui and

the poor a relief from fatigue; and that, while this

influence is operating as a steady and natural ‘check

to a too rapid increase of population, the goeater fa<

cilities for improvement and investigativn affordad by

the increased leisure of the masses will speedibro—

sult in devices which will increase the productive
capacity of labor ten, a hundred, and a thousan:

thus reversing the Malthusian ratic and causing pro-
duction to outstrip population. How kmﬁ&l&y :
nature works when the marplots leave her. alone?

Proudbon is the man who has most samfacbouly ans

swered Malthus. :







