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« For always in thine eyes, O Liberty!
Shines that high light whereby the world is saved ;
And though thou slay us, we will trust in thee.”
JouN Hav.

'On Picket Duty.

Bakounine's “ God and the State® is having a
splendid sale. We are now on the point of printing
a fourth edition.

Expectant authors, to whom we are grateful for
kindly favoring us with copies of newly published
books and pamphlets, must pardon us for delaying
notice of the same, Pressure on our columns com-
pels it. :

A profound sensation has recently been created in
Oxford, and indeed throughout England, by a lecture
deliverad by William Morris, the poet, in that con-
servative University town, in response to an invita-
tion from a society of undergraduates. A sufficientiy
commonplace occurrence, one would think at first
blush, but not a little startling when: one learns that
the lecture cousisted of an indictment of our present
industrial system, and a championship of modern
-ocialism, from the standpoint of art. Professor
Ruskin gave his presence in sanction of the lecturer,
and social and literary circles are stirred to their
_depths. _At this rate the universities of England may
become, before long, like those of Russia, * hotbeds
of Nihilisn." Who knows? Mr. Morris, we believe,
has alrzady been followed by H. M. Hyndman of the
Democratic Federation, and a lecture is announced
for February by Ruskin himself on the significant
subject: “ The Storm-Cloud of the Nineteenth Cen-
tury.” From Mr. Morris's lecture we quote the fol-
lowing: *“One man has an idea, and you say he is
mad. Two men have the idea, and they are fools.

Ore thousand have it, and you hear of a new reli-
gion. Ten thousand, and society trembles. Ons
hitndred thousand, and there is war. A million, and
there is peace upon earth.”
"The New York « Times” having asked if there is
. % anything to prevent Mr. Thurber from issuing one
miilion one-dollar notes on his personal cred', if he
can get anybody to take them,” the * Sun” very per-
tinently answers: “ Nothing but the statutes of this
State and the tax of ten per cent. imposed upon suci
notes by the laws of the United States.” We are glad
that the * Sun” has stated this. Just at present it is
the most important fact that the American people can
léara. To it is due that other fact that labor is poor
; dleriess rich, as any one can see who will read
iins, to understand Colonel William B.
bene’s Wi n tual Banking,” or the writ-
iigs of Proudhon and Lysander Spooner on finance.
The repesl or nullification of these statutes and taxes
by organizing to yresist them is the first and indis-
pensable step in the solution of the labor question.
Bt the economists iell the people that here in this
Gountry ‘we’ have freedom of credit, and the people
" aré fools enough to believe it.” The « Sun * has shone
npon this lie and exposed it.” But why does it stop
there? 'The *Sun” pretendsto believe in liberty,
and’ shows that of credit we have no liberty. “Why,
then; does it not make a fight to achieve this liberty?
«, 1t is much more iimportant business than * turning
_ the rascals out.” The reason that the “*Sun™ does
not do this is that it really believes, not in liberty and

Two Reformers Contrasted.

Many good people, and especially radicals, are in the habit
of reverently looking back to Martin Luther as their intellec-
tual ancestor, a habit which the recent floods of adulation
poured out in honor of that much overrated man have proba-
bly done not & little to confirm. To all such, Liberty, in trans-
lating from “Le Révoltd” the following ¢ Thoughts of a Pro-
letsire upon Luther and Munzer,” furnishes a startling cye-
opener s to the true churacter of the Father of Protestant-

ism:”

The Protestant bourgeoisie is rejoicing. For soveral months
it has been getting ready for processions, concerts, and meet-
ings, in celebration of the four hundredth anniversary of the
birth of the great man who four centuries ago was already the
incarnation of the egoistic type of the modern bourgeois.

The thought of Luther, like that of the bourgeois of to-day,
was superficial ; it never rose to the hoight of n disinterested
philosophy exempt from narrow class prejudices. On the con™
trary, the whole reform of Luther took into account at every
step the desires and aspirations of the rich, the nobles, and the
bourgeois.

Far from initiating himself in the faith of John Huss burned
alive at Constance, Luther, four centuries before Gambetta,
denied the existence of the social question, and summed up all
the needs and duties of man in faith.

Little matters it to him that the poor suffer all the tortures
of Gehenna on this carth; “let them believe, and they shall
have future life” as 2 reward.

This dogma 1 ums uy the whole philosophy of the great ro-
former, and explains at the same time his success and the
halo with which tre rich surround his memory.

And who were, in fact, the protectors and allies of Luther?
Princes and bourgeois to whom “rape,” says M. Weil in his.
« History of the War of the Peasants,” % was a gay frolic, and
if the father or brother of the unfortunate victim attempted
any resistance, he was dragged into the court by the lansque-
nets of the duke and exposed, half naked and with hands tied,
to the outrages of a pack of drunken courtfers.”

To the friends of Luther, to his most powerfal disciples,
«the peasant is only & beast of burden which, succumbing un-
der its load, will rise again ander the spur of a few lashes on
its hack.”

In vebelling agninst the Pope Luther orly championed the
Interests of the nobles and thé rich, who found it useless to
bave priests and bishops by their side to extort from the people
what would otherwise go into their own pockets. The dukes
and the bourgeois saw in the Reformation only a means of
getting rid of an plice who subjected them to severe
competition in rape and robbery.

And, in trutb, in what is the of the Pr
peasant and laborer superior to that of the Catholic wage
worker? Does the Lutheran employer content himself with a
smaller profit than the employer who pays his devotions to the
Holy Virgin? Are we not as much oppressed, bunted down,
and preyed upon by the disciples of Luther as by the pupils of
Loyola? Isnot the Lutheran faith as hostile to science as the
Catholic religion ? s not Lutheranism as full of superstitions
as Catholicism ? The great reformer believed in the devil, and
to this day they show us in his chamber the inkstain left by
the inkstand which he hurled at the horns of the king of
hell!

‘What, then, was the progress accomplished by the Reform-
ation? What is the value of Luther to humanity? In what
was he greater than his contemporarics, the nobles and the
rich, the enemies of light and of the people who desired to ob-
tain it?

Yes, at that very time the people, Luther’s “beasts of bur-
den,” were already ripe for progress both in religion and in
science and especially in social life.

At that very time the peasants were already making war
upon property and proclaiming that

(1) “the meadows and pasture-lands usurped by the lords
maust return to the commune;”

(2) “that to all belong the birds and the fish in the rivers
and the beasts in the fores:s, for to all in the person of the

compatition, but in pri ege and monopoly.

first man did the Lord give dominfon over animals.”

Just as Luther s the representative of the bourgeoises re-
forms, Thomas Munzer is the repr ive of the socialisti
aspirations of the peasants. “In iim were concentrated,”
says his historian, ‘those elements of vitality which always
seem to the people the majestic expression and personificatic
of its needs. Powerful, energetic, ar Jacious, endowed with &
rude and savage eloquence, illumi.uted by a proud and in-
spired look, he felt himself called in all the points of his being
to carry out through th masses the cherished plans of his
heart and mind.

“Urged on by the desire for equality, Munzer travelled
through the country, lighting everywhere the flame which de-
vourcd him. He was to be seen by turns in the churches, in
cottages, by the roadside, under the eternal canopy of the for-
ests, thundering to-day against the oppressors of the weak,
to-murrow describing in words of fire the era of fraternity and
equality which he heralded.

«¢We are all brothers,’ he cried to the people, cager to hear
bim; ¢ whence comes, then, this distinction in rank and for-
tune which tyranny has introduced hetween us and the great
people of the world? Why should we groan in poverty and
be overwhelmed by evils, while they swim in delights? Have
we not a right to an cquality of the goods which by their na-
ture are made to be shared without distinction among all
men? Restore to us, rich men of the century, grecdy usurp-
ers, restore to us the goods which you hold back with so much
injustice; it is not only as men that we have a right to an
equal distr of the ad of fortune, it is 88 Chris-
tians.’”

The effect produced by these words was marvellous. Ger-
many was immediately agitated by a secret ferment of which
the centre was at Oldstadt, where Munzer jived: oy

The lords, dukes, and bishops began to think of taking
mensures against the terrible events which were preparing.
At first they parleyed, trying to gain time in order to gather &
sufficient force. Luther, for his part, by voice and pen, urged
all the princes to risc agaiust the peasants. The Iatter then
began to get ited in their fid They demolished
castles, burned 1es, lves by humiliai-
ing the lords in a thousand ways, and making them march in
the rear of the army dressed in rustic garments and bearing
no arms.

These manifestations, which kept increasing, inspired in
Luther, who did not understand them, a terrible fright. The
great man was even guilty of the infamy of pointing out Mun-
zer to the court of Saxe as one of the most dangerous of men
who should be pursued everywhere like a wild beast.

Munzer did not lose courage. To gather all his forces at a
single point as well as add atill further to the moral intensity
of the partisans of equality, he first issued & manifesto conched
in ardent and violent terms. .

« Fear nothing,” he said to the peasants in concluding; “be
united and do not fall back. As soon as you fall back you are
lost, you, your wives, and your children. Let those who fear
death remain behind. A thousand men resolved to die are
stronger than fifty thousand wavering men. If you do not
coine out victorious from the struggle, unhappy will it be for
yon and your descendants! “If you were serfs before, after
you will be slaves. You will be sold like horses in the mar-
Ket-place. At the alightest breath you will be seized bodily as
rebels, deprived of air and food, put to the tortury, and fnally
empaled. Your daughters will be the mis.resses of your
loxds, and your sons, their lackeys, will hold the bands of
their sisters that they may be outraged and then cast aside
likko the rind of citron after the pulp has been sacked from
it. . . . You see that there is nothing left for you but to con-
quer. Such a life is & thousand *imes worse than death, death
preferable to life.”

Then, directly rebuking Luther, he added :

« Never listen to the voice of those men who prove to you
by the Gospel that you have the right to be frec and end by
exhorting you to bend the hoad under slavesy. They are ball’
men who, through fear to die, prefer to make themselves un-
worthy to live. < « « .

« A people which is not free is not Christian!

«Be first freo; then we may be Christians to live according
to the law of God.”

( Continved on fourth page.)







