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« For always in thine eyes, O Liberty !

N B Shines that high light whereby the world is saved ;
And thaugh thou slay us, we will trust in thee.”
Joux Hay.
. o
" On Picke: Duty.

Buy Bakennine’s “ Ged and the State.”
Our frien.. Harman and Walker, have changed
the name of their excellent journal, the “Kansas
N Liberal,” to “Lucifer, the Light-Bearer” A very
happy thought! Quite the best name we know of,
after Liberty !

The names selected by us for our periodicals seem
to be popular. Mr Schumm of Chicago appropriated
some time ago the title of * Radical Review,” and
now a party in London unknown t» ns has started a
paper called « Liberty.” Well, we don’ care, pro-
vided these gentlemen will never deviat: on any ques-
tion from the principles which thess vames stand for.

John Swinton is on the point of starting a new

paper in New York. We wish hira well, for he is
sure to tell lots of truth in it. We shall wisk him
more thar well, if he does not fly the flag of Author-
ity. But, having read his testimony before the Senate
labor committee, we dare not hope for this. About
his testimony, by the way, we have something to say,
- but cannot say it, as we intcnded, in this issue.
° The Boston * Herald  of August 30 said: « The use
of money to influence voters is the most corrupting
influence possible in a country of free institutions.
It saps the very foundations of our government”
Pshaw! It is no such thing! If it sapped the
foundations of onr government, the foundations, gov-
ernnicnt and all, wonld have gone long ago. Instead
of sapping ihe foundations of our governiment, money,
and the hope of getting it, are the foundations!
What other foundations, pray, has our government ?

Roberi Buchanan’s “ Freedom’s Ahead,” printed in
another cclumn, is one of the finest poems in the
English language. It has a place in the collection of
« Fifty Perfect Poems ” selected last year by Charles
A.Dana. It is not, howerver, in our view, quite per-
feet The last verse impairs it. Nothing couid be
more unphilosophical than picturing Freedom as
Handmaid of the Lord. It is Tyranny that serves in
that capacity. But poets are seldom philosophers.
They are accustomed to give a celestial embodiment
to their apward aspirations, and almost always feel
that they must manage to ring the Lord iuto their
climaxes in some way or other. Now and then we
have such exceptions as Byron and Shelley, but these
ara very rare song-birds.
~ Mr. E. C. Walker of Kansas complains because the

Greenbzack party of Iowa has put a plank in its plat-
. form in favor of a prohibitory liquor law, and says
that “ the church and the patent moralists outside
have captnred the party and hitehed it to the car of
© vetrogression.” Mr. Walker should not have ex-
pected anything else.  Moreover, his statement i
| ineorrect. The patent moralists’ ha.ve not captured

. the pariy; they founded it. The party was originaliy
. orcanized on the princlple that it is immoral and

: shoula e made a crime for individuals or associa-
tions to issue their notes to circulate as currency
g such people as are willing to take them. The
nbackers, then, are perfectly consistent. Grant-
e right to dictate the sort of mongy that people
se, how cnn any one deny the rxght to dictate

their dx‘ink? But Mr. Walker probably made a slip
of his pen. He is an out-and-oyt Anarchist, and
knows as well as we do that ali the tyrannies, like
all the liberties, logically stand or fall together.

The Springfield * Repablican,” which heretofore
has regarded Liberty as worthy only of a sneer, has
s0 far improved its manners as to quote our views of
the telegraphers’ strike, and add: “ It is worth while
to know what the Anarchists among us think, for,
though few in numbers, they indicate a tendency of
the time.” Commenting upon our assertion that a
« new brotherhood is silently developing that will yet
make strikes mean something,” the *Republican™
further says that the editor of Liberty ¢ ought to
know that the stronger force for justice is one that
does not depend upon * brotherhoods.’ The majority
of this country’s voters are farmers, and not city
knaves, dupes, and fools.” Is not, then, the farmer a
man and a brother, and did the “Republican” never
hear of the Grangers? The editor of the “ Repub-
lican ” ought to know that in Europe the Anarchists
are carrying on their propagandism largely in the
agricultural districts, and that Liberty even now
finds its way to the remotest ccrners of the earth.

A congress of Anarchists, semi-Anarchists, and
Revolutionary Soc:alists, as distinguished from the
Social Deinocrats, is to be-held in Pittsburg, begin-
ning October 14. We had expected to attend, either
in person or by proxy, but circumstances compel us
to disappoint ourselves. We regret this the more
because an elaborately-developed plan of reconciling
the various schools of Socialists is to be presented
and supported there by delegates acting for the San
Francisco section. This document, which has been
sent to us, does not reconcile in the least, but simply
and summarily places Liberty and Authority side by
side and arbitrarily says: ¢ These twain are one
flesh ! We will be pariies to no such marriage.
Every friend of Liberty who may go io Pittsburg is
hereby urged to examine this document carefully
before giving it his adhesion. Great pains has been
taken in its preparatinn; it is speciousand plausible;
but it is perhaps the mosi foolishly inconsistent piece
of work that ever came {0 our notice. It may receive
closer analysis hercafier in tiiese columus.

The diiference between the atiivudes of the ¢ Index”
and the * Truth Seeker™ toward Bakounine’s “ God
and the State” is interesting. The * Index” review
is p:\tronizing, ignorant, superficial, thoughtless.
One sentence in it is particularly stupid: “ An aec-
quaintance with evolution, as now taught by English
and German thinkers, and especially with psychology
and sociology, would have enabled the writer to
correct many of his errors and to see the unscientific
and unphilosophic character of many of the state-
ments advanced by him as truisms” One would
suppose from this that Bakounine died twenty years
ago instead of in 1876, and no doubt the editor of the
«Index” supposed such to be the case. The facts|b:
are that Bakounine was perfectly familiar with all
the principal languages and resided for long periods
in almost ail the chief European countries. With
their literatures he was thomughly conversant, with
their principal writers he was in many instances
personally intimate, and, if’ he had a passion for any-
thing outside of the actual revolutionary movement,
it waa for philusophy, especiully German philos-

ophy. The *Truth Seeker,” on the contrary, which

is not, like the *“Index,” one of those * pale
phantoms eternally suspended between heaven
and earth » described by Bakounine, appreciates the
power and importance of “ God and the State,” and
gives it a four-column review, including liberal quo-
tations, for which it has our heartfelt thanks. It is
enthusiastic aad intelligent in its praise. 'While not
entirely endorsing Bakounine's views of’ government,
it says: “The book, taken all in all, is one of the
most 2loquent pleas for liberty ever written. It is
Paine’s * Age of Reason’ and ‘Rights of Man® con-
solidated and improved. It stirs the pulse like a
trumpet call” A book seldom receives higher com-
pliment.

E. C. Walker, of the Kansas ¢ Lucifer,” writes as
follows: * There are many of your Western readers
who are still in the dark regarding your position on
the monetary question. It is a matter of considerable
difficulty to make them understand Free Banking,
especially when they take into consideration the fact
that you deny the right of private ownership of land.
If land Le held by a usufructuary title only, say these
objectors, how can it be a sufficient or safe basis for a

bank of issue, as contemplated by Warren, Greene,

and others? Frce Banks would be the property of
individuals; land, not being private properiy, could
nct be used as security, and hence only the improve-
ments thereon could be so used. But these forms of
security are very liable to destruction by storms, fires,
floods, and other destroying agencies. Will Liberty
kindly throw some light upon this question for the
benefit of these almost-persuaded Anarchists? ” This
objection can be answered very briefly. Land (or
anything else) can be used as a basis of currency only
50 long as it has a market value. When by the eco-
nomie revolution which Liberty advocates itshall cease
to have a market value, its use as a basis of currency
wili have to be abandoned. Till then it may be so
used, and Colonel Greene, who saw that the abolition
of money monopoly must, or at any rate would, pre-
cede the abolition of land monopoly, rightly judged
that in the beginning land would be one of the most
available of securities. But at no time will the im-
provements on land resulting from labor cease to
have a market value, and such of them as are of a
sufficiently stable character may and will continue to
be used as security after property in the land itself
has disappeared. And the fact that thesa are liable
to destruction by disaster is not an argument against
their use as security unless they are peculiarly so la-
ble. A house may at any time be burned, but a
mortgage on an insured house is regarded as excel-
lent security. Mutual banking will be followed and
complemented by a system of mutual insurance,
Then, when a man wishzs to borrow mouey on par-
ticularly risky property, it will simply cost him more
to do so because of the greater premium he will have
to pay in order to insvre the property in favor of the
bank. Ultimately, however, after the abolition of mo-
nopoly has elimina‘ed all danger of panics from the
commersia! we,id and made bankruptey a thing of
the past, specitic property will fall more and more
into disfavor as a basis of money, and the great bulk
of our currency will be secured by satisfactorily-en-
dorsed notes, thus realizing Colonel Greene’s decla-
ration that *a commercial bank that issues paper
money ought as such to be a mere clearing-house for
legitimate business paper runuing to maturity.”
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