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“ For aheays in thine eyes, O Liberty!

Nhines thet high light wheveby the world is saved ;

And though thou vlay us, we ill trust in thee”
Joux Hav.

The Trial of Louise Michel.

‘The great interest felt by the readers of Liberty in our
repurt of the trial of Kropotkine and his compunions at Lyous
wmoves ns almosy as much as the importance of the event to
prrsuc a similay policy regarding the mote recent trial of
Louixe Mickcl and her fiiends at Paris.  Accordingly we pre-
sent the following detailed report:

Tie defendants in this celebrated case, besides the tamots
Louise hersell, were as follows: Jean Pouget, book-agent,
aged twenty -three years; Fagine Marcail, shoemaker, thirty-
three veaps; Jacques Moreau, also ealled Garean, printer,
twenty-three vears; Paul Martinet, hosier, twenty-six years;
Henri Enfroy, lithographer, thirty years; Madame Boulllet,
tavern-keeper, fifty-four years. Ison Thiéry and Claude Cor-
get,who had heen releazed on bail, did not appear for trial,
and consequently were defaulted. The nature of the charges
ngainst the prisoncrs can best be deser’bec by the follov:f:g
extracts from the indictment :

¢ Placards on the wallg of Paris snmmoned lahorers out of

work (o meet on Friday, March 9, 1883, in lesplanade des In-
ralides. ‘The police having dispersed those who met in answer
ihereto, A4 certain number of them, led by Louise Michel,
Pouget, and Marcuil, started for the Boulevard Saint Germain,
through the greater portion of which they n.arched. Louise
Michel walked at their. head, earrying a black flag; she was
supported on either arm by Pouget and Mareuil; followin,
them were five hundred persons uttering cries of ¢ Down wit|
the police’ and ¢ Vive la Révolution!’ About three o’clock
they reached a bake-shop kept by one Bouché. Fifteen or
twenty “individuals, of ‘whom - five or six were :
loaded canes, rushed into the shop, crying * Bread, labor, or
Jead ! and threatened the baker with their canes, which they
raised to strike him. They took some loaves, which they
threw to those remaining in the street, and on leaving broke a
pane of glass in the shop window. Resnming their march,
they stopped_a second time before the bake-shop of Madame
Augercau. Louise Michel struck the earth with her flag-staff,
and # woman's voice was heard to cry: ‘Go on!’ At this
command sbout fifteen individuals entered the bake-shop ery-
ing: *Bread; we are hangry !’ Others followed; they took
loaves and cakes and broke windows and plates. After this
second pillage they again took up their line of march and stopped
before the bake-shop of Madame Moricet.  Louise Michel,
still escorted by Pouget and Mareuil, waved her flag-staff,
rested it upon the ground, and began to laugh, as Madame
Moricet savs, who wasé watchin,
Aouble signal the shop was invaded by a large number of in-
dividuals, cryifg: ¢Labor or bread!'™ Madame Moricet im-
mediately cut off some slices, which <he offered them, but that
did not suffice.  The shop was pillaged, the invaders taking

\ loaves and cakes and breaking esipty plates.  Anotticer of the
peace being informed of” what was going on, started with a few
suhordinates in pursnuit of the crowd.” He caught up with it
at the Place Maubert, pnshed through it, nns confronting
Louise Michel, Pouget, and Mareuil, said to them: ‘I arrest
vou.” Ponget sprang forward to give Louise Michel a chance
to escape, and outraged the officer by branding him repeatediy
as a coward and a reseal.  In the turault Lotise succeeded in
escaping: with the aid of one of her accomplices, she took
possession of a cartingy stationed at the Quai des Tournelles.
A few moments later the coachman found his vehicle on the
Pout Marie, but Lonise Michel had disappeared. . . . .
‘The pillage of the iops is not denied ; Touise Michel ndmits
that she was between Pouget and Mareuil, at the head of the
band which iuvaded the shops; that it was her design to
parade through the streets of Paris with the pervons who had
been driven from the esplanade; and that, to guide them, she
carried before her ‘the black tlag of the strikes;’ but she
denies having stopped intentionally before bake-shops or hav-
ing given in any manner whatever the signal to pitlage
them.”

The indictment then says that upon the person of Pouget
were found seven receipts frr posial packages, a loaded aix-
barrelled revolver, and seveniy-one francs in change, and that
e at first gave a false address in the hope that a friend would
be able to remove from his room several articlzs thus cata-
logued in the indictment:

% Search of his room resulted in the discovery of three files
sharpened like daggers, a copying 8, six hundred coples of
a sixtren-page pamphlet entitled * To the Army,’ a large num-
ber of Anarchistic journals and p lets, and some i diary
and cxplosive instruments  These instruments cousist of cap-
sules o? fulminate of mercury used to explode dynamite car-
tridges, and bottles containing & solution of a phosphate in &
mixture of wesk petroleum and sulphuret of carbon. An ex-
pert’s cxamination shows that this solation is so dangerous
that a feww drops poured npon wood or any cmnbuml’v'le mate-
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Army,” to Amiens, Bordeaux, Mavseilles, Vienna, Rouen,
Rheims, and ‘Troyes; that the package sent to Troyes was re-
ceived by Enfroy, and its contents distributed among the sol-
diers hy Enf Moreau, and Martinet; and that the package
sent to Rouen was recelved by Madame Benillet, who delivered
it to Corget.

The trinl of these charges hegan on Thursday, June 21, be-
fore the Court of Assizes in Puris, the presiding magistrate
being M. Ramé. The public were excluded from the court-
room; nevertheless, it was filled by witnesses, journalists, and
lawyers.  On a table lay the celebrated black flag and the arti-
cles seized at Pouget's toom. It was noticed that the stolen
loaves did not appesr in the collection. Attorney Guneral
Quesnay e eaurepaire appeared for the government, . Bal
andrean (by direction of the counrt) for Lovice Michel, M.
Pierre for Pouget, M. Zevort for Marcuil, and M. Luguerre for
the remaiuing defondants. At twenty minutes past ~ievin the
prisoners were brought in, causin~ a great sensation \h the
court-room. Lotise.Michel was dvessed in black. Her pale
fuce showed that the three months which she had spent in prison
while awaiting trial had not been without their effect.  She was
very calm_and responded smilingly to the salutations of her
fricnds. Heuri Rochefort, Lissagaray, the historian of the
Commune, and several others crossed the room 16 shake hands
with Jer.  After the reading of the indictment, M. Ramé pro-
ceeded 1o examine Louise Michel, who answere:} the questions
asked hev very clearly, calmly. and resolntely.

The Court, — Your.age ?

Louise Michel. — Yorty-seven.

The Court. — Y our profession ?

Lovuise Michel, -— Teacher and woman of letters.

‘The Court. — Y our last residence ?

Louise Michel. — The prison of Saint Lazare. [Laughter.}

The Court. — Have yon ever heen condemmned ?

Lowise Michel. — Yes, in 1871,

The Court. — 1 know that, but that is a matter with which I
cannot daal, since you have been amnestied. Have you not
been condemned since ?

Louise Michel. — 1 was condemned January 9, 1862, for hav-
ingT ;:;kz‘n part in Ylhe tI;Il:nqui manifesjtmiou. \fostations
..The Court. — ou,e,?m. s manifestat
owise m»e:. —Yama wnys% uffering.

The Court.— Was it ax on¢ of the sufferirg tant rou took
part in the manifestation of March 9?

Lowise Michel. — It was my duty to bLe¢ there. At that time
there were fifty thousand laborers out of' wor's who thought it
wise to assemble in demand for bread, and as ¥ fivosaw thati,
in accordance with the usual treatment adininistered by cur
governors to the vile multitude, the erowd would be swept
away by cannon, it vould have heen cowardly in me not to
accompany them. So I went with them. though knowing that
a peaceful manifestation conld result in nothing.

The Court. — Did you ask vour friends to come with you?

Louise Michel.— No; [ was not in favor of the manifesta-
"tion. Nevertheiess T attended it hecause it had heen decided
Lupon in a meeting.

The Court. — 1id you know Mareuil ¢

Louise Michel. — No.
i The Court. — Did yon know Pouget
i Louise Michel - Yes; T had known him for several menths,
| and I regret very much that on March 9 he, as well as Marcuil,
tried to prevent me from being taken.

IT/:e Court. — You knew that Pouget busied himself with

politics.
! Louise Michel. — Yes; and that is why the yvoung man in-
terested me.  In these days, when the moral level is lowering
w0 rapidly, it is well that some young people are thinking
ahout the migery of the people.  That is hetter than frequent-
ing cafés and bad places.

The Court. — Was not Ponget your sceretary ¢ Did you not
give him the names of your followers? Did you not entrust
to him the task of spreading your ideas

Louise Michel. - Pouget was not my secretary ; he has sev-
eral times sent pamphiets, not to my followers, but rather to
persons curious to know what our ideas and demands are.

The Cowurt. — You take part in revolntionary propagandism ?

Louise Michel. — Yes; it is the ohject of my life.

The Cowrt. — And Pouget, too ?

Pouget. — Yes; I admit it, and T wili alwaye admit it.

The Court. — Had you an appointment with Pouget and
Mareuil at the manifestation ?

Louise Xichel. — No; we met there by chance

The Court. — Do vou believe the manifestation was made
by laborers out of work ?

Louise Michel. — Yes, sir.

The Court. — Nevertheless, out of thirty-three individuals
arrested on that day, thirteen had previously been convicted
of robbery.

Louise Michel. — I could not inquire into the civil status and
judicial record of each one.

procure work for the laborers ?

Lowise Michel. — Personally 1 did not, but, 1 repeat, I went
there from daty ; moreover, if the police had not interfered,
there would have been no trouble.

The Court.— Did vou not desirc to get up a private mani-
festation of your cwn ?

Louise Mivkel. — 1 followed the crowd of unfortunates who
were clamoring for bread. I asked for a black flag, and an

rial suffice to induce i diately a rapid

vn_person bronght me a *'ck rag on the end of &

The indictiuent further vlmrﬁed that, on that same ninth of | bronmstick

March, Pouget sent severnl packages of the pamphiet, « To the

The Cowrt.=— Who brought you thisy. . ?

1883.

The Court. — Did you believe that the manifestation could !
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Louise Michel (with firmness), — Even if T knew his name,
1 would not tell it to you.

The Conrt,—-One inight thiak, from the flag, that the mani-
festation had been arranged in advance.

Lowise Michel.— No one who uew that the flag consisted
of & bit of black stutf on the end of a broomstick would believe
it, and no more do vou, sir. T wished to show that the labor-
ers were dying of hunger an in need of work. It isthe flag
of strikes and famines,

The Court.— Did you put yourself at the head of tle mani-
festation which marched into Paris ?

Louise Michel. — When given the flag, 1 was being followed
by poor children from twelve to fifteen years old, in rags, cry-
ing from hunger. I know not what road we jook. 1 marched
straight ahead without stopping.

The Court. — Were not Mareuil and Pouget near you, hold-
ing you by the arms ?

Lowise Michel.—Y s ; they insisted on protecting me, though
1 hei:gmi them to let m alone.

The Court. — Why «did you stop in front of Madame Au-
gereau’s hake-shop ?

Louise Michel.—- 1 probably stopped several times, but I do
not know where. We were followed by gamins crving for
bread. 1 coukl not troubiz myself aboui the crumbs that
might be given them. The Grst bakers gave hread and sous
voluntarily. T confess that this simsgiving humiliated me,
but it was no time to recriminate.

The Court. - The bakers say, on the contrary, that the in-
dividnals who entered their shops wete armed with clubs.

Lowise Michel. — 'here were none @gong ns who had clubs.
The pecple erying  Bread or lead *“Is one of the theatrical
etfects of the police. i

The Court. -~"The prudent baker closed his shop; he was
not reassured.

Lowise Michel. - 1In presence of the people it was scarcely
worth while.

The Court. — They den;-»ded labor and bread.

| lL;‘miM Michel. — Yes, and those who accompanied us were
all hungry.

The Court. — You have « peculiar theory about bread. Do
you believe that a man may take it when be is hun{ry ?

Lovis> Michel. — 1 believe that the poor have that right. As
for me, ! wo -.d not condescend to take it or ask for it. If at
any time I should need it after working for the Republic all
. life, 1 would throw this existence in its face.

The Court. — That would be one of your theatrical effects.

Louise Michel. — We need no theatrical cffects. Have we
net continually before us the frightful speetacie of miseiy ? It
was not my intention that they should take bread: T know
very well that one day's sustenance amounts to nothing.

’l!he Court. — This anifestation recalls the worst days of
the Revolution,  For the riots then began with pillage of” the
bake-shops,

Lowise Michel. — v is not my fault if we are still in the days
of 89, and if the misery of the people is as great now as it
was then.

The Court — You pretend not to know that the hake-shops
were pillaged; it is as it you should say that you de not see
the gentiemen of the jury.

Louise Michel. — Exactly; just now 1 did not sec thesce
gentlemen ; now T see them, beeanse you have just called my
attention to them. In the street 1 wvas thinking of poverty
and did not see what was going en around me; my mind was
not upon the bake-shops. .

The Cowrt.—But vou waved your tag before Madame
Augerean's bake-shop.

Lowise Michel. — 1 do not know Madane Augereau, and did
not stop there. Perliaps 1 waved my flig: not having the
arms of Hercules, I was obliged to lower it very often

The Court. —- But you gave the signal for pillage by saying:
“Goon!"

Towise Michel.— 1 may bave said those words, but ot as a
signal. Ido not remember them. Such praccedings wounid
have had to be arranged in advance ; that is out of the question

The Court. — They have pillaged and broken windows. .

Louise Michel. —1 have not concerned myself abont the
piliage of such or such a bake-shop: vou Xnow very weil that
that is nothing to me; I have scen pillage and murder in 1871
of a very different character.

The Court. — Do not the bakers deserve protection

Lowise Michel. — Do not those who prodace ait and have
nothing merit some ?

The Court.— You find this pillﬁe very natnral, then!

Lowise Michel.— I did not say that. Bat 1 speak serionsly
and repeat to you that I m)r before no huke-shap: 1 wonld
perhaps have done so, had slieved it possible in that way
to give bread to the poor forever.

'he Court. — Do you admit having langhed! N

Lowise Michel. —The s‘!nﬂnch‘ was not such as to lnake me
laugh. 1 was thinking of poverty aml that strect as full of
|»o¥le as a hive is of bees, and Vsaid to myself that It is not
the bees who eat the honey. There is nothing amusine ahont
that.

The Court. — They have broken plates.

Lowise Michel, — What is a plate ?

The Cowrt. — Then the manufacturcrs in YOur cyes merit no

regard?
.owise Michel. — None whatever, When we are put in
prison, do they see that our familics are fed ? )
The Court. — The shop-keepers say that the crowd did nat
rush in upon them until a signal was given.
 Continwed on second page. )







