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“ For ahoays in thine eyes, O Liberty!
Skines that hign light whereby the world is suved ;
~And though thou slay us, e will trust in thee.”
JouN Hay.

* : On Picket Duty.

. When Victor Hugo was asked to sign the petition |5
for Prince Kropotkine’s release, printed in another
column, he wrote on the margin at the top of the
page the following words: * All questions of amnesty
have an interest for me, and I take particularly to

B heart this petition in favor of the Tiberation of Prince
Kropotkine.” The great Frencel poet evidently does
not read the Boston * Advet'.er”; else he would
have known that Kiopotkine is a disorderly ignora-
mus whom Frenchmen wre v .t supposed ever to have
heard of, still less take inte.est in.

John Morley, the diseriminaiing biographer of

, eminent Freethinkevs and uhe positivist who spells
. god with a small “ g in his hool s, heretofore appa-

rently one of the fairest and tru.st men in England,
has made himself suddenly unpopular among Eng-
lish radicals, and of course co.respondingly popular
among the more numerous conservatives, by apfrov-
ing in his paper, the * Fall Mall Gazette,” the recent
. ..ontrageous sentences for blasphemy.. Explanation :
- John Morley has been elected a member of parlia-
' ment.  As M. D. Conway says, in becoming a parti-
san of Gladstone he has become a partisan of Glad-
stone’s god.
As if the despatches which the cable brings us
. concerning the politicai ~ud industrial situation in
Europe were not sufficic>tl” stupid and erroneous
in themselves, the omniscien' editor of the Boston
* Herald ™ has adopted a practice of supplementing
them in his news columns with elaborate comment
and alleged elucidation of his own. His explanations
seldom explain and often mislead. A few weeks ago
. an election was held in the twentieth arrondissement
) of Paris to choose a successor to Gambetta in the
: ch.unber of deputies. No candidate receiving a ma-
jority of the votes cast, a second election was held
some days later. When the news of the result
reached the * Herald,” the editor appended a state-
ment recalling and summarizing the vote of the first
election. After misspelling almost beyond recog-
nition the names of most of the candidates, he com-
mented upon the small vote thrown for «Jules
Guesde, the Aunarchist candidate,” as showing the
weakness of the Anarchistic party even in Bélleville,
the. stronghdrd of radicalisni. Now, to appreciate the
~“idiocy of this untruth it is only necessary to know
that Guesde, far from being an Anarchist, stands at
the very opposite pole of political belief, and, instead
~ of wishing the abolition of the State, wishes the
absorption of almost everything by the State. In
fact, he is the principal representative of Marxism in
France. An Anarchist would as soon think of voting
for Prince Jerome as for Jules Guesde. Moreover,
full-fledged 'Anarchists never vote at all. * Absten-
tion from the Polls” is one ot the rallying-cries of
their party, and that it was vigorously sounded in the
“ears of Gambetta’s old constituents is shown by the
manifesto printed in another column. When the
cditor of the “ Herald ” has occasion again to esti-
mate the strength of the Anarchists of Belleville, let
im ascertain the number of votérs that remained at
“home on electivn.day, and he vrill come nearer to the

trath.  Periaps Yie will arso find that theic vanks are
steadily swelling.

The trial ot 1. H. Heywood, which began on Tues-
day, April 10, is drawing to a close nis we go to press,
and before cur readers see this paragraph the tele-
graph will probably announec to the country the
verdict of the jury. Up to this point the results have
been eminently satisfactory, and have firmly estab-
lished the wisdom of our advice to Mr. Heywood to
conduct his own case. The presiding judge, Nelson,
an exceptionally fair-minded men, whe interprets the
law as far as pessible in such a way as to hromote
justice in the broad sense without too rig«l regurd to
technicality, -~ in this respect just the opposite of the
narrow-minded bigot, Clark, befove whom Mr. Hey-
wood was formerly tried, -- sammarily ordered a ver-
diet of “ not guilty ™ on those counts of the indictment
referring to « Cupid’s Yokes " and the selections from
“ Leaves of (3rass,” on the ground that the govern-
ment had committed an error in omitting ihe docu-
ments complained of from the indicvraent for the
alleged reason that they were unfit to he spread upon
the record. The judge said that, while not undertak-
ing to pass upon the question whether the documents
were obscene within the meaning of the statute, he
should rule a8 4 matter of law that they eontained
not a word which would contaminate the record and
that he could see no excuse for the government in
drawing an indictment in so loose and imperfect a
form. It was evident from his.manner that he did
not consider the documents obscene at all, and when
the distriet attorney ventured the astounding propo-
sition that to oppose legal marriage is nccessarily
obscene, Judge Nelson could not repress a smile.
This action, while it does not absolately prevent re-
arrest on the same charges embodied in more per-
fect indictments, will probably discourage Comstock
from further warfare upon * C'upid’s Yokes" and
“ Leav.s of Grass,) at least in Massachustts Mr,
Hey wood is now on trial on the narrow issue of the
Corastock syringe, which we originally pointed out
to 1im as his chief source of danger. Much depends
upcn the judge's charge, which probably will be as
libe 'al as he can make it under the lavr; but the out-
rageous statute is so plair: that he hag not much
choice in the matter. The defendant's only hope lies
in the possibility of some member of the jury ruiusing
to he 1 party to the outrage which the law allows.
Mr. Heywood personally is making a fine impression
upon the jury, and we are glad to say tha¢ the pros-
pect is bright for at least a disagreement. [Laeter. —
The jury returned a verdict Thursday atternoon of
“ not guilty ” on each and every count. The judge's
charge was grand, one of his rulings being that Mr.
Comstock had practised a deceptiou, and that the
morality or immorality of this act should be con-
sidered by the jury in deciding how much credence
to give to Comstock's testimony. Witk arother
judge the verdiet probably would have been dif-
ferent.]

Probably many people think us very severe and
wnjust to women when we oppose their efforts to get
possassion of the ballot, that modern instrument of
tyranny, and when we assert that, if they had it,
they would put it to more monstrous uses than those
for which it is now employed. Well, here’s an
insiance. Liberty exchauges with a San Francisco

journal called the * Woman’s Herald of Industry.”

edited and pnblished by Mrs. J. W. Stow, president
of the Woman's Social Science Association. The
last issue soberly proposes castration as the selu-
tion of the social question. The editor says: ¢ The
‘Herald of Industry’ would] have the surgeon’s
knife destroy the possibility of a young crop of
drunkards, wherever and whenever a man became
an incurable sot; it would have all persons, men and
women, tainted with insanity deprived of the power
of reproducing tiieir kind; it would have every per-
son guilty of incest, every felon, idiot, aud wife-
beater castrated.” This is what she calls “the
scientific controi of the reproductive function in the
human,” and because of the discovery of this * radi-
cal cure” she thinks “the lamp of reason has been
lighted and its flame fills the high arch of the heaven
of progress.” If castration is the flame of the lamp
of reason, and if this flame is burning in any such
proximity to the celestial arch referred to, we fear
that its heat will speedily crumble the keystone and
that the whoie structure will soon tumble into ruins.
The position thus taken arouses the ire .7 the
« Herald of Industry’s” London correspondent, who
writes as follows: ¢ It seems to me a great mistake
for_women who are
share in the power of law makmg to show
law they would make against the men if they had the
power. Even I, though a warm advocate for
* woman’s rights’ in every direction where they have
rights not yet conceded to them, would seek to with-
hold pwwer from them, till they show themselves
capable of wielding it wisely and soberly ! The prop-
osition of castration as a punishment I consider a
proof of want of soberness of mind and quiet and
putient thought. This is to me, not social science,
but secial guackery.” We should say so! And it is
but just to the women to say that one of the prompt-
est protests against this bratal proposition comes
from & woman, Mrs. Juliet H. Severance, M. D., of
Milwankee, from whose letter to the ¢ Herald of
Industry ” we extract the following: “ Your propo-
sition to make castration the penalty for misused
sexuality and by so doing thereby lessen the condi-
tion of erime and pauperism seems to me simply
monstrous, and is no proper remedy for either. [
can not see that the destruction of any organ that
executes the will of perverted or badly generatad
minds can be other than an interference with the
chances for development of the individual, which
should be ¢the grand consideration and aim; ar#dl not
their destruction. As well recommend amputating
the hands for larceny, or catting out the tongue for
vulgarity and slander. These methods belong to the
Dark Ages and not to the latter half of the nineteenth
century.” But Mrs. Severance, it must be remem-
bered, is one in a million, for she is a reader of
Liberty and has but little faith, we suspect, ‘in the
efficacy of suffrage. Naturally she will have less
than ever after this attempt to herald the industry of
castration. In another part of the paper we find this
statement: “If only one woman in the world
appreciates the power of the ballot, she should have
it.” Liberty submits thai Mrs. Stow’s advocacy of
compulsory castration suiliciently shows that at least
one woman appreciates the power of the ballot, but
that this proves, if it proves anything, that sm should
NOT have ¢4







