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“ For alway.t in thine ayes, O Liberty!

Shines that high light whereby the world is saved ;
And though thow slay ws, we will trust in thee.”

’ Joux Hav.

The Trial of the Anarchists at Lyoas.

In ecco-dencs with our promise to keep our readers informed
.oncerning the trial of Kropotkine and his fifty.one fellow
Anarchists at Lyons, we present the following condensed |
- report of the judicial (?) procecdings : “

‘The trial began on Monday, January 8, before three judges,
the offense of affiliztion with the International Association with
which the prisoners were charged not heing one of those which
©juries pass upon. Theprisoners werc interrogated successively
by the presiding magistrate, who first addressed himself to
Bordat, a light-haired young man of twenty-seven. Bordat,
who answered with firmness, dignity, and precision, admitted
.“that he belonged to the Lyonese Revolutionary Federation,
that he was one of the: editors of the * Droit Social,” that he
had attended the Geneva Congress in his individual capacity,
and that he was there put on a committee with Elisée Reclug
to draw up an Anarchistic manifesto,

The Cowrt.— Did you not declare at & conference on Sep-
tember 9, 1882, that the Anarchists recognized no authority,
not even revolutionary. authority ¢ Have you not said that the
miners of Montcenu did well in blowing up crosses and
churches ?

Montcenu were legliimate because the bourgeoisia provoked
them. I approve what is called propagandism by acts only
when there is provocation on the part of the bourgeoisie.
District Attorney — What do ycu mean by those words,
« provocation on the part of the bourgeoisie ™ ?

Bordat.—1 mean such things as were done at M N

‘These statements are inaccurate, . But the acts at |

Tke Court.. Yonr aim, yon say, is to overturn republican
government a,d universal sulliage ¢

Tressaud, —1 never said so; I have spoken on]y of the
present government.

The Court. — We are under a republican government

Tressaig. — No, sir.

The Covrt — The tribunal is not of your opinion.

Tressaud. — That is to be regretted.

The Couii.— Did you not tell the examining magirtrate that
you were in favor of the abolition of property and of the
family ?

Tressaud.— Yes. I do not wish the labor of all to benefit
only one or a few privileged persons.

The Court. — What means do you intend to use for the
renlization of your projects ?

Tre d.— P I means, if p
necessarv.

The Court.—You are an Anarclist?

Tressaud. — Yes, but not an Internationalist, and it is for
affiiliation with the Iaternational that I am here.

‘On Tuesday Pierre Kropotkine was called to the bar.

The Court.— Fave you not been, since 1879, the supporter
and prineipal editor of the “ Révolté” ?

Kropotkine”— 1 need rot reply to such a question, for I do
not see why Frencl magistrates ask me what happens in the
office of a journal published at Geneva, Moreover, if the gov-
ernment had deemed itso dangerous, it could have pr. libited
its entrance into France, which it has not done.

The Court. — Proofs were found at your house showing that
you were the principal editor.

ible; violent means, if

.. iropotkine. — Onge.more, sir, I do not hide the fact.that L.

have heen editor of thé « Révolté,” but I ask what that has to
do with the facts which led to my arrest.

The Court.— Have you not made speeches urging working-
men to take possession of property and with a view to induce
them te overthrow the government which exterided to you a

where they compelled workingmen to abstain from expressing
their political and religious opinions.
The Court.— But where was the provocation for the acts
committed at Lyons ?
Bordat.—1 decline all responsibility for them and condemn
them.
The Court.—1Is not your programme the abYolition of
authority ?
Bordat. — Yes.
The Cours.— And the abolition of property ?
. Bordat. — Nct exactly. I desire, on the contrary, the 2xten-
sion of property, its universalization. I would nut take from
one to give to another. Iam an enemy of the State as well as
of God.
The Court.— You pretend, I believe, ! hat the Lyonese Fed-
cration was affiliated with no association ! .
Bordat.— Yes. I am not in favor cf s.cret associations, and
the International can be nothing else.
‘In the examination of Emile Gautler, oue of the most active
of the Anarchists, the prisoner admit.ed that he had taken
‘part In the formation of groups.
: Court.— Your, programme inciudes the abolition of
'y and of the: St‘ CH
ter — Exactly s0.
The Court. — Yon have advocated ievolution ?
Gaitier. — 1 am of ‘those who think that the social transfor-
mation of which we dream and from which justice must result
. “cannot _be’ accomplished withont revolution. That is a fact
which I establish, history in hand. I cousider the acts ut
Montcenu as precursory signals of revolution. When one sces
such: cracking in the sotial structure, its downfall is near.
. Jug’ as the revolution of '93 was preceded. by three hundred
‘minor riots, 8o the social revdluiion will be preceded by nu-
mérous disturbances. ‘Never does the thunderboit leap from
& ‘cloudless sky. We helong to an internat‘onal party, as we
ve a right to do, but not to an established association.
Court,— Do you admit that you have held relations with
jsée’ Reclus ?
Gauher —Yes, and 1 rcgret but one thing, that they were
more frequent. .|
'he-next notable feature occurred in the examination of
Trossaud, o Marseilles youth ‘of tweniy-two.

generous h lity ?

Kropotkine.— 1 have always propagated Anarchistic doc-
trines to the best of my ability.

The Court. — Did yon rot take part in the London Congress
as the delegate of the ¢ Révolts ” ?

Kropotkine. — That did not happen in France. I was the
delegate of & Swiss journal to a meeting heid in England. I
do not see how that concerns a French tribunal. B

The judge then read from the “ Révolt¢” reports of Kropot-
kine's speeches at the London Congress, and asked the prisoner
if they were correct.

Kropotkine.— Yes, I gpoke thus, and bave never denicd it,
but I repeat that the presiding judge of a French tribunal Las

hing to do with sp made at London by the delegate
or a Sv iss journal.

The judge then read the resolutions adopted at the Congress.

Kropotkine. — I ask the court not to confuse my speeches
with resolutions concerning the diffusion of chemical knowl-
edge. At the Congress there were many young people who

desired to study chemistry. I opposed this as impractical, |

although I helieve that all the sciences are nccessary to the
people who desire a better socia! state; but I considered that a
course of study, to end in such a result, must be broad and not
inclusive of chemistry alone. { think that,when a party, like the
Nihilists of Russia, finds itself in a position where it must
either disappear, subside, or answer violence witl: violence, —
1 think, I say, that it has no cause to hesitate, and must neces-
sarily use violence. This idea is so just and so humane that
you yourselves, gentlemen, in France, applauded Vera Zas-
soulitch for firing at the oppressive magistrate, General 1Tré-
pow.

Here the court and the district aitorney mterrupted with
protests.

Kropotkine.~L beg you to remember that, as magistrates, it
iz your duty to respect the decision of a jury and bow before
the verdict which it pronounced. Now, the jury acquitted Vera
Zassouliteh.

The Court.—~Were you not expelled from Switzerland on
account of the London Congress ?

Kropotkine—The Fuderal Council expelled me at the de-
mand of the Russian government, because I had protested by
posters, put up by permission of the police, against the hang-

ing of Sophy Perovskaya and her five fricnds,—a punishment

g0 horrible that the correspondent of the London “ Times”
declared that he bad never witneseed so hideous a spectacle,
even in Asiz Mino, where be %ad secn many frightful execu-
tions. That is why I was expelled, as everybody knows.

The court then asked Kropotkine about his journeys to
Lyons and Vieuna before he went to London, Xropotkine
answered that everybody knew the objects of his visits from
the band of spies that followed at hig heels. The couit, not
being able to digest the word “spy,” came to the defence of
the police agents, saying that Kropotkine’s expression was
insulting to them.,

Kropotkine (resuming).—A foreigner, moreover, is con-
sidered an outlaw, especially if the foreigner be a Russian
exiled DLy his government v hica exercises so powerful an in-
fluence over France,—I beg pardon, over Switzerland. I did
not conceal my intentions, and the letters announring my
Jjourneys were written for no other purpose th.1 to call to-
gethier as many friends as possible. I have always preached
Anarchistic doctrines wherever I have gone.

The Court.—What! you urged the overthrow of the govern-
ment? That was a vad way of showing gratitude for hos-
pitality.

Kropotkine.—I maske a great difference between the nation
and the government.

The Court.—You went to Saint Etienne ?

Kropotkine.—~1 am really astonished at being asked this
question and not whac I went to Lyons for, sincc my arrest
was in consequence of the cvents that occurred in this city.

The Court (confused).—What did you go to Lyons for?

Kropotkine.—To talk about Anarchy in a café to a meeting
.of. two hundred persons. . -

The examination ended by Kropotkine ] deniul that he be-
{onged to the International Association.

Two sensations followed: the first created by the fainting
of Madame Kropotkine, who soon recovered, however, and
insiste@ wpon remaining in court; the second by Bordat, who
suddenly rose aad, in the name of four comrades and himself,
said: “ We have just been insultcd by an officer, a captain
decorated with the Legicn of Honor. This gentleman hes
just said to us, ‘I fixed your friends of the Commune, and, if
I kad you, I would fix you as I did them.’”” [This officer was
afterwards imprisoned by his superior for thirty days.}

On the following day, January 10, Pejot was examir:d.
Being asked if he had said certain things, he answered: “I
should like to know whether I am on trial for affiliation with
the International or for an offunce of speech.”

The Court.—~When have you gone to Geneva ?

Pejot.—Whenever I needed to go there.

The Court.—Did Elis¢e Reclus call upcn you ?

Pejot.—That is my affair.

Pinoy, in his examination, admitted that at a public meet~
ing he had thrown & glass of water in the face of & journalist
who had not the courage of his opinions.

The Court.—Were you not once condemned for vagrancy ?

Punoy (with great energy).—Yes, and society’s condemna-
tion is found precisely in the fact that a young and strong
workingman may find himselt obliged to steal or beg in order
to live, while a multitude of idlers die of indigestion over their
gold.

The Court.—Did you not strike Oﬁlcer Marton?

Pinoy.—That does ot regard the International. *

Next came Nicolas Didelin.

The Court.—You are accused of having urged the conscripts
to strike. Why did you refuse to do your twenty-eight days”
military service?

Didelin.—I consent to tell you, althongh I do not under-
stard why you ack me about fucts which have not the olight-
est reiation to the International. I refuse to do my twenty-
eight days because there are religious devotees who are
exempied from ity because I wish no more standing armies;
beeause I would like to sec war disappear; because the sol-
diers who shog the peaple in 1871 —

The Court (interrupting).~~You are cxcusing insurrection.
The men upon whom the army tired in 1871 wished to over-
throw the government of the Republic.

IMdeltn.—The men of 1871 had sustained a terrible siege,
and wished, on the contrary, to found the Republic.

The Court (continuing to intersupt).—I see that u:emm

( Continued on third puge.)







