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“ For «ways in thine eyes, O Liderty!
Nhines that high light whereby the world is saved ;
And though thou slay us, we will trust in thee.”

Jouy Hay.

On Picket Duty.

Joseph Cook recently told a congregation of Chi-
eagoans that Chicago thought well of itsclf and the
world thought well of Chisago, but the question
to eensider was what Gad thought of it. Perhaps
Joseph, as God's fidus dchates, will kindly inform us
Just what God's opinion is concerning Chieago.

One of the numerous secticns vf New York's new
penal code relating to the observanes of Sunday and
kindved subjeets makes it a misdemeanor to force
any one by threats or violence to profess or practise
.any varticalar form of religious belief. That is to
say, this section makes it a misdemeanor to enforce
any of the other sections for the others threaten to
inflict penalties on all who do not observe Sunday as
the Christian Church commands.

Jobn Most, formerly editor of the Loudon  Frei-
heit,” whose term of imprisonment in England
recently expired, will soon arrive at New York,
where he will be warmly welcomed The socialistic
societies will give him a reception in the Germania
Assembly Roows, 261 Bowery, on the evening of
“iecémber 17, and Tthe following evening, in Cooper
TInstitute, he will tor the first time address an Ameri-
can audience. Later he will ¢-eak in other cities

Mr. Heywood declines to conduct his own case in
court on the ground that he ** will not, cannot plead
or even ask for freedom or life before these savage
usurpations miseailed courts of justice” Bosh, Mr.
Heywood! To toke this ground, after engaging law-
yers to plead for you, is not only inconsisteni, but
silly.  Whai you ask through a lawyer selected and
appointed by yourself, you ask yourself, and this noth-
ing can disguise. - Fither allow no defence at al!, or
else defend yourself.

New York’s penal code makes attempted suicide a
felony, punishable by fine and imprisonment This
is the crowning absurdity and tyranny of law. If a
man has no control over bhie own life, what earthly
rights do remain to him? Government, with its laws
against the use of contrivances 1o prevent conception,
suys his coming into the world shail not be avoided,
and, after oppressing him until life becomes irksome
and without hope, declares that he shall not resign,
but must continue to be oppressed until he can depart
in a regular, peaceable, and law-abiding manner by
starvation or the authorized rope.

Liberty is dead, cremated, and buried. Mr. George
Howe ot Providence, R 1., officiated as executioner,
fireman, and undertaker. [ts readers will remember
his announcement, in a notc stopping his subseription,
of the ““close of its paironage.” It ncw appears
that, not sati~fied with thus administering ~ur death-
blow, he burned a copy of the paper, carried the
ashes on a shovel into his back-yard, dug a grave
five feet deep, and buried them with appropriate
ceremonies. Whether the latter included the pro-

nouncing of an anathema we are not informed. All
this beeause Mr. Howe is a Roman Catholic, and Lib-
erty, finding his church degpntie, plainly says so.

The examination of E. H. Heywood before United
States Commissioner Hallett was held November 28,
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to awzac the action of the grand jury, Elizur Wright
giving bonds ior his appearance at the Decem® v
term ot the court. The proseevtion, or rather Mr
Comstock, — practically the sawme thing, for Mr.
Comstock appeared to run the government counsel
and the court itself, — precented no evidence except
that bearing on the syringe charge, dropping
“ Cupid’s Yekes " and the seleetions from ¢ Leaves of
Grags,” though these are likely to be included in the
indictment 'The examivation was » sham through-
out, it being evident that the commissioner had
fuily made up his mind in advance, ard only listened
to the evidence and the argument to save appear-
ances. This was borne out by a remark swhich
the editor of Liberty accidentally overheard Blod-
‘gett, the government lawyer, drop after the pre
ceedings.  Said he (in substance): *1 don’t often
have a chance to taik before the commissioner, but I
expected to do some talking today. 'The commis-
sioner, however, rendered his decision without wait-
ing to hear from me, I must adwmit that the entire
proceedings appeared to be of an ex parfe charac-
ter.” It seems to us that the defence made some
serious mistakes, — among them, moving to quash
the complaints because of informalities, thus prevent-
ing these informalities from creeping into the indiet-
ment with fatal effect, and, second, Mr. Pickering’s
crogs-axumination "of Comstock and subsequent
argument in a tone which might have had some
effect upon a jury, but which could only prejudice a
judge. At the close an exciting incident occurred.
Mr. Heywood, being called upon to go through the
forms incident to the bailing process, declined to
take any part in an assault upon himself. The com-
missioner became angry at this, committed the
prisoner, and abruptly left the court-room. By
request of Mr. Heywood's counsel, however, he
again entered, and asked Mr. Heywood if he was
reaay to give bonds. The latter replied that he
would give his word that he would appear in comrt
when wanted. The commissioner made another
exit, more sudden than the first. Mr. Heywood .was
at this point removed in charge of an officer. But
his friends and counsel finally inducing him to
change his course, the commissioner’s presence was
again secured and the requisite forms gone through,
all the funetionaries of the court-room swelling with
pride at this triumph of law and order. Liberty
honors Mr. lleywood’s protest, but thinks he should
not have made it unless prepared to sternly adbere
to it. He damaged himselt’ by succumbing Elizur
Wright, his bondsman, was more successful, but
probably because of his high reputation. Being
asked to hold up his right hand, Mr. Wright said:
“This ceremony is to me an entirely meaningless
one, and, although I am ready to perform it it the
court insists, it will have no more effec, upon me
than if I were to say, ‘ So help me the inultiplication
table’” The commissioner viewed him with a
puzzled countenance, but finally managed to ask the
zovernment it it would waive the oath in Mr.
Wright's case, and, having received an aflirmative
answer, warned the brave old gentleman, withk a
show of sternness, that he was acting under the
pains and penalties of perjury. Mr. Wright did not
seem awestricken in the least, but answered the
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FREMIUMS FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS.
Liberty makes she following offers to new subseri-
bers only, and in sc doing affords them an opportunity
of purchasing a considerable library of standard liter-
ature at rates af least five {imes lower than could be
obtalued through the ordinary channels of the book
trade :—

To each new subseriber sending us

FIFTY CENTS,

the regular subscription price of the paper, we will
send Liberty for one year and a copy of the first
volume of John Ruskin's Letters to Workmen and
Laborers, entitled, ¢ Fors Clavigera.”

To each new subscriber sending us

ONE DOLLAR,

we will send Liberty for one year and a copy of each
of the following works:—

Christmas Stories ! "A Christmar Carol, The Chimes, The
Cricket on the Hearth, The Baiile of Lite, ‘The Haunted Man.
By CHAzpLis Dickens, With 16 full-page illustrations by
Frederick Barnerd., Complete in two volumes, 8vo, manila.
Fors Clavigera: Letters to, Workmen and Laborers. By Jomn
Ruski¥. In ty-o volumes, 4to, manila.

Sartor Resartus: The Life and Opinion- . Herr Teufelsdrickh.
By Tnomas CARLYLE. Octavo, manila,

To each new subseriber sending us
ONE DOLLAR AND A HALF,
we will send Liberty for one year, and, in addition to
the works above mentioned, a copy of each of the
following :—
Idyls of the King. By ALFRED TENNYSON. Arranged in the
order designed by the author. 4to, manila.
Light of Asia; or, The Great Renunciation. Being the Life and
Teaching of Gautama, Prince of India and Founder of Buddhism,

a8 told Inverse by an Indian Buddhist. By EDWIN ARNOLD.
4to, manila.

Macaulay’s Essays: Milion, Dryden, Bunyan, History, Samuel
Johneon (two essays), Athenian Orators, and Robert Xfontgom-
ery's Poems, By T. B. MACAULAY. 4to, maniia.

To each new subscriber sending us
TWO DOLLARS,

we will send Liberty for oue year, all the works
above mentioned, and a copy of each of the follow-
ing:—
Lothair.

manil=.
Memories of My Exile, By Louis Kossutn. Translated from

the criginal Hungarian by Ferencz .Jausz. Complete in two

volunies. 4to, manila.

To cap the climax, to each new subscriber sendin

THREE DOLLARS AND A HALF,

we will send Liberty for one yeat, all the works
already mentioned, and a full set of the

Popuiar Histcry of England( A History of Bociety and Gov-
ernmont from the Harliest Perlod to Our Own Times. By
CHARLES KNigur, Co lete in EIGHT vol 4to, manila.

By B. DisraELI. Complete ‘n two volumes. Octavo,

o
>

Thus we offer, besides an.annual subscription to
this paper, @ library of lwenly standard volumes for
$3.50. And these books, remember, are not issued
in trashy form, but printed from good type, on clear
white paper, and bound i fine postal-card manila,—
books as durable as the average workingman can
afford to own until the doctrines of Libevty shall be
vealized, after which he alone will he able to dress
his favorite authors in gilt leaves and morocco covers.

All persons now subscribers for Liberty may avail
themselves of auy of the avove offers by sending the

questions put to him with entire composure. And

and resulted ir: the holding of the accused in $1,000

now for the trial itself!

sums named to A. K. Butts, 23 Dey Strect, New York,
i as a subscription to * Scientific Man.”
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“A Sfroe man is one who enjoys the use of his reason and his
Sfaculties ; who is neither blinded by passion, nor hindered or
driven Ly oppression, nor deceived by erroncous opinions.” —
PROUDHON.

To Our Subscribers.

For various roasons, personal to its editor, Liberty
is to take a briet vacation, and will not appear agaiu
until January 20, 1883. It regrets even so short a
seperation from its readers, and earnestly begs their
indulgence therefor. Let none of them, however,
attribute it to lessening prosperity. The paper is
stronger tod:ly than it ever was, has more .ub-
scribers than it ever had, and is progressing as
satisfactorily as so outspoken a journal could be
expected to. - We are simply “letting go to get a
better hold.” Meanwhile, a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to one and all:

Anarchism and Consent.

The Declaration of Independence is probably the
most  communistic ” doeument that ever obtained ce-
lebrity among good * law-and-order " people on both
centinents. It contains numerous internal evidences
to show that, were Thomas Jefferson living to-day,
he would be a pronounced Anarchist. Itis no won-
der that Sir Henry Maine quotes its reputation among
aristocratic circles of its day as a chimera of general-
ities imbibed by Jefferson through familiar contact
with French atheists.

The above-named document declares that « govern-
ments derive their just powers from the consent
of the governed.”” It therefore follows that, when
any individual is governed by a government without
his or her consent, that government is exercising un-
Jjust powers, and is a usurpation. And yet, in the
government :ubsequently instituted under the Con-
stitution one-half of the people (the women) were
denied re; sesentation at the onset, while, under the
ban of slavery and other uvonstitutional bavs, the
number permitted to express consent or dissent was
in the aggregate cut down to less than one-tenth of
the whole people. To what a ridiculous farce do
Jefferson’s glittering generalities reduce themselves
at the first, touch of common sense!

It was never seriously contemplated by the found-
ers of this government that it should be a govern-
ment of consent. The framers of the Coustitntion
could not have even meant that the will of a majority
should stand as consent, for they disfranchised a
mujority of the people to start with. Allowing that
the majoriéy prineiple stood with them for consent,
they must have had plainly in view a majority of the
minority, which involres a stroke of reductio ad ab-
surdum for the vaunted majority-rule idea, not very
comforting to Iurth of July putriots,

Force i3 ihe essence of ali positive goverumental
institutions. Under any conceivable interpretation
of Jeflerson’s talk about the ecousent of the governed
every existing government is outlawed beyond ve-
covery, and the * just powers " vanish into thin air.

The only pretext on which the defender of political
government can make existing usurpations float upon
consent is to assert that going to the polls and voting,
bearing arms, paying taxes, serving on juries, ete.,
are presumtive ¢vidences that those who do so con-
sent to the iustitutions under which they live. As
well might it be argued that, in accepting the offer
of a highwayman to toss one’s last penny to see
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whather the robber should take it or leave it, the vie-
timn theroby consents to the kighwayman’s occupation.
As the only alternative against extortion, a mau may
go to the polls and vote against the proposed levy of
a corrupt ring of political jobbers, recognizing the
ballot-box only on grounds of expediency, as a sink-
ing man might hug a fiithy pile in the dock. An
Auarchist may pay taxes to escape going to jail, or
sit in a jury-box to save a friend, in nccordance with
his rating of the costs of given ofences wguinst his
principles.

Bat, behind all thesu accidents of fate, the Anarch-
ist puts this bottom question to government and its
defenders: By what right am 1 thrust iuto the alter
native o recognizing the hinery of the State as the
only chance left me of rescuing my life, liberty, and
1 fons from invasion?
consent in response to this question is utterly ridieul-
ous. To argue the right of might is.to use the argu-
ment of a professional robbor. How wiil the defender
of the State answer it, then P

The State is & purz usurpation, Thd individual is
coerced for hisown good, — semebody outside of him-
self being set up as authoritative judge of what is for
his own good. He is thus put in the same moral
dock as were the victims of the Inquisition. This
scheme will continue to work finely for the oppressor
until the political victim turns around an‘i applies the
sarae argument to the inquisitor, The Anavehist,
however, proposes to coerce the agents of the State
no further for their own good than to see to it that
they step dowi and out, ge home and mind their dwn
business, and leave Liberiy, consent, and wnatural
gelecticin"to crystallize society into an organijzation
that shall conform to natural law. If the iaquisitors
refuse to go home peaceably, and among the acci-
dents of the war for Liberty somo of them conse-
quently get hurt ¢ for their own good,” they, as
Christians, can do no more taan enter it upon the
profit-and-loss account of an All-\Wise Providence.

*“ Crimes Against Religicus Liberty.”

Italian rag-pickers, searching barrels in the street,
arrested in the name of Christian charity for desecrat-
ing the holy Sabbath ; newsbays and bootblacks over-
awed by pious policemen and prevented from earning
the few cents upon which they depend for food ; ele-
vated railroads, horse cars, and churches running on
full time, and the monacp.lists and parsons making
money for the glory of God,—a few of the pheno-
mena attendant upon the enforcing of the new penal
code of New York last Sunday. Sabbath vigilance
committee, sided by church committees, succeeded in
inducing the police to interfere with everybody's
business and compel citizens to “ conform to their
wishes,” and Rev. Howard Crosby was “ well pleased
with the result” To this rveverend follower of the
meek and lowly Jesus it was pleasant to see the
streets clear of the “uusightly apple and peanui
stands,” and while he stood in the pulpit and lauded
the Almighty for his many blessings conferred, in-
cluding a large salarvy showered down from heaven
upon the said reverend follower, with much holy up-
rolling of his ecclesinstical eyes he thanked David
Dudley Field, God, and the police that the vulgar
rabble could not disturb the meditations and prayers

,| of tho anointed with the noise and clamor of mere

worldly bread-winning. A young Christian indulged
in religious ecstacy becanse the Jew clothing stores,
which had been a great source of annoyance to him
on his way to church, were closed.

These outrages ave properly classified in the code
under the heading : “Crimes against religious liberty.”

,| The whole code is one colossal crime against Iiberty,

committed by and for the benefit of members of one
of the most dangevous families that ever encam-
bered this planet.

in the persons of the Field brothers ave hodied
forth the most flagrant abuses and the most despica-
ble features of our no-aystem of society. Cyrus W.
Field is a typical monopolist and labor-thief. Henry
M. Field is a false teacher, spreading, not light, but
mental darkness and superstition from the pulpit and
the religious press.  For the greater profit and glory

To argue the right of
-3 (=}

of these and such as thege, David Dudley Field con-
trives attorneyisms, full of vicious devices and cunning
atrocities, in the shape of a penal code and laws com-
pelling conformity to their wishes; and, it any man
protests that the paper constitution of the Unijted
States i3 violated by this contrivarce, Stephen J.
Ficld sits upon the bench of the supreme court, vested
with authority to sustain the code by speciosities and
learned unveracities of the law, The whole force
and authority of the Church and the State combine
to further the schemes of these men and crash out
what little ot Liberty remains to the people. ¢ Tke
public be damned!” is the keynote of all this mis-
erable business, and, if the people of New York
subinit to this crowning infamy of American quack
government, they will get themselves damned with
sufficient speed. There is need for the arrestment of
knaves and dastards,— the gods sud the Ficids,—
and the public shall either speedily arresi them or
swiftly be damned. These idle have alsc vecome
disorderly. They should cease disorder, and betake
themselves to honest industry, or £holished.
Either that, or Liberty mst disappear; destroyed
it cannot be, for it is a trrth, and only a lie cannot
exist forever, be very swre. 1If the untraths, the
penal codes and attorneyisms, te not throttled, they
muy outlive some gencrations, horwever,—a fact
which New York may not unprofinbly consider.

ire

Constructive Immorality.

The following cditorial from ¢ L'Intransigeant,” written by
Alphonse Humbert ¢ propos of the recent arrests of Anarch- ~
ists and Socialists in France, not only is n keen and power-
ful argumenta ive protest against the gencral theory of con-
struective crime, but is especially in point here and now, when
. H. Heywood and others are in danger of imprisonment for
publicly teaching doctrines which Anthony Comstock and a
handful of priests are plensed to consider immoral :

Abont 1841 or 1842 —1 cannot fix the date exactly, but it
was in England and at the time of the terrible industrial crisis
which followed ti'» introduction of machinery — a Chartast edi-
tor expressed the opinion in his journal that the cause of the
~vil from which the laborers suffered lay in the excessive con-
centration of population, and, that, in consequence, it was nec-
essary to “ burn London.” And he wrged ihe workingmen to
set about the task av once.  He was summoned before & comt.
‘The judge discharged him with & shrang of the shonlders.

“ Why!” said he, ¢ if it is his opinion!”

Such is the law in countries of liberty. The liberty to think
and consequently to speak and write is entire, unlimited, indi-
visible, and absolute, or it is nothing. An opinion, an idea,
though revolting to every conscience and to all commen sense,
though a hundred times odions and detestable, thougt destroe-
tive of all that men are weil-nigh unanimous in respecting, can
never constitute an offence.  The right to punish begins only
with the fact. This is the doctrine——not radical, simply just
and buman — which M. Victor Cousin, an orthodox, college-
bred, and consecrvative philosopher, formuiated in these terms
before the court of peers at about the same period, indignant
at the scandalous charge »f ¢“moral complicity * in the Dupoty
case:

Prove to me direct complicit; , skow me facts establishin
actual participation in the crir 3, and I will be severe. But
cannot condemn a man for his »;a ‘nions, however detestable they
may be.

Since that time we have tvavelled far and done much. We
have accomplished three or four revolutions, overiurned, re-
pealed, and constructed an enorinous number of laws, constita-
tions, and governments, swept away two mounarchies, and we
arc now in our sccond republic. It has Iasted twelve years.
Bat, in the matter of hberaliem, we are still very far betind
the English judge and M. Cousin. * Moral complicity,” that
monstrous legal infamy invented hy the doctrinaires of the
Restoration zad revived, in the face of the indignant outery of
all Europe, by Attorney-General ilébert, — *“morai complic
ity ” hes vemained in our codes. 1t still sullies them, and is
about to be invoked against journalists and orators, as in the
days of the state of sicge and military tribunals.

Emile Gautier * is prosccuted — 1 pass in silence the stupid
charge of affiliation witk the International — for provocation,
througl: the piess, to tue crimes of pillage, incendiarism, efe.,
the provocation having been followed by results.

Jules Guesde, Paul Lafargue, and Bazin,$ our fricnds of
“ L'Egalité,” are charged with provocation, from the platform,
to T know not what other crimes, the provocation, in this in-
stance, not having been followed by results.

In both cases stnpidity vies with baseness,

What has Gantier said# They do not even know whether
he is the author of the articles complained ot. I admit that

* One of the mort prominent Anarchists in Paris,

t Three leading French Socialistz of the Kart Mary school.







