4

BOSTON, MASS., SATURDAY, MAY 13, 1882,

“ For always in thine eycs, O Liberty!
Shines that high light whereby the worid is saved ;
And though thou slay wa, we will-trust in thee”
JouN Hav.

On Picket Duty.

To-morrow is the birthday of Robert Owen, the
mdn who did more verhaps than any other to give
impulse to the consideration of industrial wrongs.
All friends of labor should unite in doing honor to his
memory.

Prince Kropotkine is to lecture in the principal
cities of England and Scotland for the benefit of the
Red Cross fund, His letters recently written to the
Newcastle * Chronicle,” Joseph Cowen’s newspaper
coataining fresh, interesting, and valuable information

niug the situation in Russia, are soon to appear
in pamphlet form,

The Red Cross fund has receiveu no more honor-
able or noteworthy contribution than that from
Reuben Coolsy, Jr., of Georgia, Vermont, acknowl-
eidged in ancther column.  Refusing, as an Anavchist,
to pay the (ax which tke State levies upon him, he
sends the amount to heal the wounds of those who
have fallen in vesisting tyranny elsewhere. Mr.
Cooley’s noble exampls is one that should be fol-
““lowed. " The time will come when passive resistance
to taxation will be recognized as the most effective
methed ol s.bolishing the State.

The Boston * Globe » says that Patiick Ford « went
into the Land League for the ‘purpose of capturing it.”
This is a good deal like saying that Christ went into
Christinnity for the purpose of capturing it, or that
Washington joined the Union for the purpose of cap-
turing it, or that Garrison became n member of the
Abolition party for the purpuse of capturing it. Be-
fore Pairick Ford went into the Land League move-
ment, there was no Land League movement, and, if
the editor of the * Glche ™ does not know this, it is
high time that he should find it out.

Too much importance is being given to the recent
assassinations in Dablin. All such .acts of viclence
are but symptoms of the social disease that tyranny
breeds. - The wonder is that there are so few of them.
The killing of Cavendish and Burke came, to be sure,
most inopportunely, and was inspired by unwisdom
itself, but lt will be suicidal for the Land League to
: ds in the alightest because of this

fruit of their own
is none of Liharty

‘ most friendly nature, but it cannot allow such state-

in unison, Mongolians and Caucasians, against the
bourgeoisie who make of the Chinese an instrument
of exploitation.” If there were any shame in the
American socialists who are giving the lie to their
watchword, * Solidarity,” by the advocacy of race-
proseription, such a rebuke from the ablest socialistic
journal of Europe, oue would think, would awaken
it.

In Switzerland a few weeks 1go a Russian woman
named Alexandrine Micheeff t'ved a revolver at a
young merchant, missing him, aad was about t~ fire
a second shot, when her intended victim wrasted the
weapon from her hands and delivered her to the
authorities, to whom she stated that she had tried to
kil} Pierre Lavroff in order to preveat kim from
carrying out a plot against the life of the czar. Pro-!
fessor Lavroff, whom our resders will recognize as
co-deolegate with Vera Zassoulitch iu the organization
of the Red Cross Society of the Peopie’s Will, was in |
London at the time, where he has been living since |
his expulsion from France. Moreover, he is a man
of sixty years, not easily mistakable for a young
merchant. It is an open guestion among the revola-
tionists at Geneva whether the woman is crazy or an
instrument of the “ Holy Brotherhocd' formed by
the Russian nobility for the assassinatior of Nihilist
leaders.

We are reliably informed that Mr. Ivan Panin of
Cambridge, who has done and is doing good work in
interesting Americans in the Russian revolation, took
pains recently in Providence to disassociate the Nihil-
ists from the Anarchists, referring to the latter in
terms of depreciation if not cont Now, the
Anarchists have no desire to hold anybody but them-
selves responsible for their doctrines; but it is only
fair to state that, while the revolution in Russia, like
the revolution in all other countries, is made up ot
many elements, cherishing widely different social
theories but united for the common purpose of over-
throwing the existing tyranny, the men and women
foremost in it, and those of the greatest inteliigence,
are avowed Anarchists, whose ultimate object is the
entire abolition of the State. In substantiation of this
statement nothing isneeded, tothose at all familiar with
their views, but the mere mention of such represent-
ative names as Prince Kropotkine, Pierre Lavroff, and
Vera Zassoulitch. A further statement made by Mr.
Panin, that the Nihilists do not recognize Michael
Bakounine, is still more absurd. The best informed
writers on the subject point to him as the father of
the movement, and the Nihilists are not likely to deny
their parent. Within the past fortnight Kropotkine's
journal, * Le Révolté,” has republished Bakounines
radical pamphlei, “ Dieu et I'Etat” (God and the
State), which. when it is remembered that Kropotkine
is a recognized worker for the Red Cross Society, and
that that society is championed by * Narodnsaia
Volia,” the Nihilists’ official journal, must be regarded
as a preity direct recognition of Bakounine by the
Nihilists. Moveover, a Russian revolutionary play,
written by Louise Michel, has just been produced in
Puris, in which the hero is none other than Bakou-
ne. Liberty’s: fae!mgs toward Mr. Panin are of the
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ents to go unchsllonged What his ‘motives are in

king them we do not xnow, but their reiteration

AN ANAROCHISTIC IDEAL.

‘When the Muses nine
‘Wiih the Virtues mpot,
Find to tueir design
An Atlantio seet,
By green orchard.boughs

! Fended from the heat,
‘Where the statesman plougha=~
Furrow for the wheat;
‘When the Church 1ssocle) worth,
‘When the Btate-liouse is the hearth,
Then the perfect Statc has come,
The republican at home.

RALPH WALDO EMERSON.

Deor Libty : A Last Word.

1 should be quite willing to let my criticism of the * Guitcan
Expests” editorial in No. 12 stand as it is, but that your com-
ments seem 0 completely to miss the important points thet I
fear others may do the same. My opinion that Guiteau, while
insane in a certnin sense, was legally responsible for his act
when he shot the president was not the important point. If
the jury, who I d to all the t y and gave the whole
question a thorough investigation wnder & sense of great
responsibility, hearing the arguments of counsel and aided by
the court as to Jaw, had decided him insaus, no one would
have rejoiced more than 1, and I should have felt that they
were more likely to be right than I, or any one not having
their advantages.

What amazed me, and what I felt to protest against, was
that Liberty should t to dep expert, y on
what seems to e nbsurd grounds. - M‘Mmtm,il the,.
veasons why experts come tc their’ conclusons ‘could always be
understood by ordinary inen, there would ba no difference be-
tween experts and non-experts,~—in olhel words, there would be
noexperts. I am happy to sec that Liberty aow regards “ real
expert ”’ testimony so valuable as to advise me to réad that of
certain members of the New York Medico-Legal Society and be
convinced thut 1 am mistaken! Arg tuc advice is repcated
with emphasis. Liberty ition better than we

ourp
can ourselves.” Neither these gentlernen nor any other ex-
perts, so far as I know, can lay down an exact definition of
insanity from a medical point of view. Each case has to be
¢ecided by experts on its facts, by their judgment formed by
long study and observation, withont refsrence to the grounds
being communicable to otlers or not. But there ir a more
exact legal definition, — namely. that, if a man knows what he
is doing and the consequences of his acts, he is responsible,
although he may be in a sense insane. i caanot sec how the law
could take any other position. At any rate, it Joes not.

But the most amazing thing of all is the assumption, entirely
contrary to the law and the fact, that expert testimouy has any
different standing before the jury from other teo*imony. Sarely
Liberty knowy that the jury are ‘bound by their oaths tc con-
sider -and wcigh expert testiinony exactly as they do-other
testimony brought before them, on the one sidc and the other.
They are to give no more weight to that testimeny than in
their judgments it is entitled to, no more weight to the testi-
wony of the government than to vhat of the prisoner, aiways
giving the benefit of o t ‘the de o

cannot bee
that tley do thu: I wish to protest. \
failed to get the benefit of Mmmy tmm the

very llttle faith in lnnging a8 s‘pnvenﬁve of mltdur under any
circumstances, and probably ‘such punishment of Guiteau
would not deter another man like him, r

from doing a similar deed.  ut that

word,” i’ for no other mm, tha
seems to be Lis passion for reply

11l surely weaken his reputation for veracity.







