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« For alicays in thine eyes, O uberty’
Shines that #ah light whereby the world i is saved ;
And though thou slay us, we will trust in thee.”
Jouw Hav.

On Picket Duty.

Without unrestrictcd competition there can bLe no
true covperation.

The Boston “Investigator® cffers itself to trial
subscribers for one month for twenty-five cents.  The
paper has & glorious record, and all Liberals shouid
unite in rewarding its valiant struggle against super-
stition by steuch support in its honorable and still
vigorous oid age.

Herbert Spencer, though he knows nothing of
Proudhon’s ideas snd made a complete fool of him-
self on the only occasion when he ever undertook. to
eriticise them, is as much of an anarchist, if he only
knew it, as was Proudkon himself. For his theory
of social evolution from militancy to industrial-
ism means the eventual abolition of the State. Mr.
Spencer is a philosopher who busies himself more

Honoring a Great Law-Breaker.

On the evening of Friday, December 2, the twenty-second
anniversary of the execution of old John Brown of Ossawatto-
mie at Harper's Ferry, a fuestival in houor of the hero’s memory
was held at New York in the theatre of Turn Hall. A large
audience, made up in part of ladics, was present, including
wlso not a few colored people. The ball was prettily and
appropriately decorated with flowers and mottoes. The meet-
ing was held under the auspices of workingmen, and, as was
eminently fit, the tributes of the evening to the martyr .f
oppressed black labor came from the lips of men now among
the fc t in championing opp d white labor,—the
speakers being Hugh McGregor, Victor Drury, and Jobn Swin-
ton. The latter mad2 the principal speech of the evening, and
nbthing conld be more appropriate to Liberty’s columns than
the following extract from the New York’  Sun’s ” report:

Tt were hard to tell in what way we should properly estimate
the depth and the scope of the influence of this man John
Brown upon our country’s history. - 'We know that after ages
of dancy for American slavery, he was the first man to

with the past than the fature, but the lesson of his
teaching and the applicatiors of his theories, thongh
less emphatic on that acecunt, are just as clear to
thinking people.

At the recent celebration of John Bright’s seven-
tieth birthday at Rochdale the hero of the occasior,
responding to the tributes of the admiring laboring
population, briefly roviewed 'the progress made in
Bugland during his career. "In the ecurse of 2 glori-

" ficuiion of free trade he said, jubilantly: * So far as

selling to all the world, you are perfectly free with
your labor as we are perfectly free with our capital.”
What a sorrowful satire upon the present system of
industry aad commerce that a prominent representa-
tive of a class which does next to no labor and there-
fore produces next to no_capital should be able to
stand before an audience made up: from the class
which does nearly all the labor and therefore pro-
duces unearly-all the capital, and talk to them, unre-
buke'l of * your labor ™ and “ our capital !

The # Free Religious Index ™ has dropped the ad-
jectives from ' its name, and wishes heuceforth to be
known, as of old, simply as the * Index.” - Whether
the discarded title implied too much freedom to suit
the old management, or too much religion to' suit the
neéw, or whether both d new have become sud-
denly impressed b; the profundity of a remark said
to kave been made by a near relative of the original
manager, Mr. Abbot, —namely, that she did not like
the term, “free religion,” bécause it reminded her of
« free love,” ~we are not-informed. - But, whatever
the motives that inspired it, the change is a good one.
A combination -of circumstances that makes it expe-
dient for a new; pap  abandon its original name
is very raroly found.” -[George: vhalney, ‘please no-
tice!] ~Cextainly no such ¢ireumstances ever occuired

1 Ty “Index.” ‘The old title is un-
questionably | sxmpler, nger, broader, 2 '
present lettermg, typographi ally ncater, than. the
_one recently in use.- option; therei‘ore. is:to
be commended. : Moreover, thi paper itgelf -is: now
‘much better “ madc uf
editor, Mr. Undérwood

¢-will become a read-

able and valusble journ

enter its stronghold and smite it witk the sword ; and we know
how quickly the sword that was struck from his hand brought
destruction to American slavery. We know how slavery stood
in safety before hio delivered his blow; we know how it reeled
to ruin ander that blow. We know how the South was startled
by Harper’s Ferry, and how the North. It was the challenge |
to battie, the first shot in the war.

1t was a new policy thet John Brown brought into play
agairel American slavery,—the policy of meeting it upon its
cwn terme and its own field, confronting with force a system
based upon force, and establishing human rights by the weap-
ons that upheld public wrongs. In place of the old way of
acquiescing in slavery, or comprumising with it, or argning
over it, or resisting its extension, he adopted the way of assail-
ing it by the only means that gave any hope of destroying it.
John Brown’s way was jumﬁed by the event — justified amid
flame and smoke by Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation of
abolition. . . . . . . .

1 proclaim it here to-nlgln as my judgment that the man
who goes highest in his estimate of the immediate, the far off,
and the permanent efficacy of John Brown’s influence, is most
nearly right.

Now, then, in this view of his life ar.d work, and from this
vantage of the years, I acclaim as Prophet, Hero, Martyr, and
Victor, the man John Brown — prophet for half a ceniury, hero
for five years, martyr for a day, victor forever— victorions in
Kansas with his rifle, victorious in Virginia on his scaffoid,
victor against slavery in the United Btates, — victor over the
earth and through the ages — his name as a pillar of fire in the
sky, guiding men to the Canaan which he himself saw not.

But hark! I hear the drool of Old Legality that Jobn Brown
was condemned and hanged under the authority of govern-
ment and law. Ay, it is trne. Do we then hold that John
Brown was guilty ? Nay, nay, nay; but let our guilty syst:m
of government and Iaw beware lest his condemnation be its
doom.

What is this thing that arrogates to itself the title of law,
the records of which are foul with wrong — the kands of which
are red with the world’s best bluod —the administrators of
which were so perfectly described by Zephaniah, the Hebrew
prophet, who said “The Judges are wolves, gnawing -the
bones " == which hes. supported overy powerful cuiprit and
every incorpomte ity ~— which poi d , slew
the Gracchi led 8 1z, beheaded Vane, burned
Servetus, hanged John Brown —ay, crucified the young Gati-
lean himself —the devices of which ave the scourge, the rack,
the wheel, the stake, the gibbet,.the cross, and every invention
of torture ?

‘Who are these beloved felons at law arrayed iu \vhlte, for
they are worthy, their names effuigent in the sky, burnishing

.|the dull world 2~ How many of the aposties and prophets of

the ages bave fallen victims to the fruud misnamied law?
The world is to-day as busily engaged as  ever it was in sacri-

fleing them. Look at the scaffolds of Russia, the dungeons of |

Germany': But, my hearers, this will not last forever. As
Samson in his death brought down the temple of Dagon, as
John Brown in his death shivered the bulwarks of chattel
slavery, 5o every martyr hastens the end of ithe system under
which he is sacrificed,

‘Well, now, my hearers of to-night, though chattei :lavery
has been abolished from our country, we have yet other
wrongful and destructive things established among us which,
in- their turn, shall he brought to the judgment of justice.
Take notice, then, of a.few of the feawures of John Brown's
revolutionary action :

1. John Brown acted under his own authorlty, or, as he
himself said, “under the auspices of John Brown,” by the
power of his own manhood, in behalf of right and man’s
rights. He took the responsitility, seeking no sanction other
than that of his own conscience. He did not refrain from
action because he was weak, nor wait till the majority was on
his side. “Iacknowledge no master in human form,” said
Jobn Brown,

2. John Brown did mot hesitate to confront the government
and all its menaces. He stood by himself against all the estab-
lished shows of the day — political, ecclesiastical, and pecu-
niary.

3. John Brown violated Iaw and the laws.

4. John Brown believed in destroying wrongful institutions
by the sword, when no other way was available.

5. John Brown believed in fighting for others, in giving his
life for the freedom of slaves..

6. John Brown took no heed of self-Interest, obloquy, petty

d or the d tion and v of the u .

7. John Brown put his whole soul in hiz work, and gave it
all he had, his own life and his four sons, three of whom fell
by his side.

8. Yet withal, John Brown wasa practical and sensible man,
the atiestation of which are his work and his success.

If it be not for us of to-day to imitate John Brown’s action,
well were it for us to possess the qualities of soul that under-
lay it.

Other times need other work and ways of other men. Maa
rises to each occasion. For every emergency, bountiful natare
furnishes theman. . . . . . . . .

According to the song that swelle¢ from our embattled hosts
during the years of strife, John Brown was a body and a soul,
which became a mouldering body and a marching soul. Be-
hold John Brown in the body — erect, ruggeéd and grim, bat-
tling for man and for freedom, closing his career on the
gallows. Behold John Brown’s soul, luminous and august,

and beni iching us ail by its radiance,
rmaing us all by its puissance, and uoftening us all by its ten-
der grace, of which he made such sublime display during the
closing scenes of his life.

A monument to John Brown here in our city! Would that
my fiat could raise it aloft! Thore is-already a monument to
John Brown at North Elba, where he is buried; there is, 1
believe, another at Ossawattomie, on:the plains of Kanses;
" ‘s status will stand in the Capitol at Washington ; and in the
quiet ' Massachusetts town of Concord, you may see, in
the Summer School of Philosophy, besidés' the busts of
A ) Plato, Pestalozzi, aud Emorson; the bust of John
Brown. But 7 should like to see two other memorials or
monuments-to this man —one of them here in our city, at
this- gate of the continent; the other at Charlestown, in
Virginia, on the site of his svaffold —so that the North and
the South, and all the world, would thus again have perpemal
reminder that hure was a nuan of our aineteenth ceutury who,
accounting his own life and home and treasures as nauzbt,
gave himself to battle and death that he might deliver tlnou
who were crushed and lost, even black slaves.:

Iiw hopeful were the times and the skies, had we among; us
but a few men—ay, or one man—of Jobn Brown'’s con-
science, judgment, valor, righteousness, and, above all, ol‘hk
self-sacrificing life!

Now, &8 my lust words for to-night, I exclaim: Great' were
John Brown's life-and work aad trlumph' Wonhy, ﬁmn
worthy, is John Brown!-

In the course of the meeting Prof. Marqnmd phhyed on tha
piano & funeral march by Becthoven, * Joha Brown's Body,”
“The Marseillaive,” and f.«mrch’mgnmgh Georgin® -+







